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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Geneva, 08 July 2021 

 

Lombard Odier and Oxford University in landmark research 
collaboration on sustainable finance and investment 

Professor Louise Richardson, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Oxford and Hubert Keller, Co-Senior 
Partner of the banking group Lombard Odier have officially signed a multi-year partnership to foster 
sustainable finance and investment research, with a particular focus on climate change, circular economy and 
nature. 
  
Announced last year, the collaboration creates the first endowed professorship in sustainable finance at any 
major global research university and involves collaboration between the banking group and the university on 
a range of sustainable finance projects. 
 
Professor Richardson said, “Oxford’s students and staff are united in our commitment to finding solutions 
to the grave environmental challenges facing our planet. We are delighted to work with Lombard Odier to 
ensure the success of our sustainable finance programme.” 
 
Lombard Odier’s research on climate and nature-related transition risks and opportunities and physical risks 
has benefited from in-depth reviews by panels of Oxford climate and social scientists. The partnership also 
provides funding for several Oxford-led research projects, including the report State and Trends of Spatial 
Finance 2021 and the forthcoming report Grasping the Green Nettle: Country Comparative Advantage and 
the Green Premium. 
 
Meanwhile, Lombard Odier and the Oxford’s Smith School of Enterprise and the Environment are organising 
a series of events, to take place during November’s UN Climate Change Conference, COP26, on the 
transition to a net zero and nature positive economy.  
 
Mr Keller commented, "The environmental transition is the finance industry’s most pressing challenge. 
Lombard Odier’s ability to lead this conversation and provide frameworks and solutions for reallocating 
private capital into an environment-friendly economy, is supported by this unique partnership with the 
University of Oxford and its Sustainable Finance Programme. It provides a robust academic basis to our 
work, which is focused on understanding the nature of the transition, the alignment of companies and 
investments, and the value impact linked to these challenges.” 
 
Dr Ben Caldecott, the Lombard Odier Associate Professor and Senior Research Fellow of Sustainable 
Finance, commented, “Sustainable finance is mission critical for tackling the massive environmental and 
social challenges facing humanity. This is a huge agenda that is rapidly expanding as we head into COP26. 
As the Lombard Odier endowment implies, these questions and issues will endure in some form for many 

https://www.ox.ac.uk/about/organisation/university-officers/vice-chancellor
https://am.lombardodier.com/home/who-we-are/hubert-keller.html
https://www.lombardodier.com/home.html
https://www.smithschool.ox.ac.uk/
https://www.smithschool.ox.ac.uk/people/bcaldecott.html
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generations and at the University of Oxford we look forward to continuing to play a major role in creating, 
defining, and growing this major new field.” 

-ends- 
 
About Lombard Odier 
Lombard Odier is a leading global wealth and asset manager. For 225 years and through more than 40 
financial crises the Group has combined innovation and prudence to align itself with the long-term interests 
of private and institutional clients. The Group is solely owned by its Managing Partners and has a strong, 
liquid and conservatively invested balance sheet with a CET1 ratio of 29.7% and a Fitch rating of AA-. 
 
Lombard Odier provides a complete offering of wealth services, including succession planning, discretionary 
and advisory portfolio management, and custody. Asset management services are offered through Lombard 
Odier Investment Managers (LOIM). The Group has created cutting-edge banking technology, which is also 
leveraged by other Swiss and European based private banks and financial institutions. 
 
The Group had total client assets of CHF 316 billion at 31 December 2020. Headquartered in Geneva since 
1796, at end-December the Group had 30 offices in 24 jurisdictions and employed 2,560 people. 
 
For more information: www.lombardodier.com 
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Important Information 
This media release has been prepared by Bank Lombard Odier & Co Ltd, a bank and securities dealer authorised and regulated by the Swiss Financial 
Market Supervisory Authority (FINMA) (hereinafter "Lombard Odier"). It is not intended for distribution, publication, or use in any jurisdiction 
where such distribution, publication, or use would be unlawful, nor is it aimed at any person or entity to whom it would be unlawful to address such 
a document. This media release is provided for information purposes only. It does not constitute an offer or a recommendation to enter into a 
relationship with Lombard Odier, nor to subscribe to, purchase, sell or hold any security or financial instrument.  
This document may not be reproduced (in whole or in part), transmitted, modified, or used for any public or commercial purpose without the prior 
written permission of Lombard Odier. 
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