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MEDIA RELEASE 
Geneva, 27 November 2020 

 
Fondation Lombard Odier’s Inaugural Prize for  

Academic Excellence in Philanthropy  
 

Jointly established with the University of Geneva, this international prize has been awarded to two 
academic researchers for their work in the field of philanthropy 

The Fondation Lombard Odier Prize for Academic Excellence in Philanthropy was awarded yesterday at 
a University of Geneva’s (UNIGE) conference on taxation and philanthropy. This inaugural award, jointly 
established by Fondation Lombard Odier and the Geneva Centre for Philanthropy of the University of 
Geneva, recognises the contribution to the field made by two academic papers written by international 
researchers.  
 
Awarded every two years, the prize aims to encourage research and academic study in philanthropy, to 
ensure transfer of knowledge, to respond to practitioners' needs and to extend Geneva's reach as a centre 
of excellence in this area. 
 
This year's theme – "Designing tax incentives for the common good" – is part of a joint research project 
launched by the OECD and the Geneva Centre for Philanthropy of the University of Geneva. This first of 
its kind international comparative study resulted in a milestone report on taxation and philanthropy, which 
was presented yesterday at a digital conference organised by UNIGE.  
 
The Fondation Lombard Odier Prize for Academic Excellence in Philanthropy jury – chaired by Patrick 
Odier and made up of renowned figures from the academic sphere – studied 25 unpublished papers 
produced by researchers in response to the following questions: 
 

• Are tax incentives for philanthropy justified? 
• Which types of tax incentives for philanthropic activities should governments favour, and what 

are their respective strengths? 
• Should tax barriers to cross-border philanthropy be eliminated? 
• What is the role of tax incentives in corporate philanthropy and social entrepreneurship? 

 
The CHF 5,000 award in the junior category of the Fondation Lombard Odier Prize for Academic 
Excellence in Philanthropy 2020 was awarded to the researchers Caroline Honegger, Romain Carnac, 
Philipp Balsiger and Alexandre Lambelet for their work “Why fiscally encourage philanthropy? The 
justifications used by political actors in Switzerland (2000-2019)”. In the senior category, the CHF 10,000 
first prize went to Richard Steinberg from the Indiana University (USA) for his paper entitled “The Design 

http://www.oecd.org/tax/tax-policy/oecd-to-release-new-report-on-taxation-and-philanthropy-on-thursday-26-november-2020.htm
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of Tax Incentives for Giving”. These scientific papers will appear in a paper on philanthropy and taxation 
published by the Geneva Centre for Philanthropy of the University of Geneva. 
 
Patrick Odier, chair of the Fondation Lombard Odier Prize for Academic Excellence in 
Philanthropy jury, says: "The prize aims to encourage leading-edge research in the field of philanthropy, 
expanding the understanding of the discipline and best practices. As part of its social responsibility remit, 
Lombard Odier and its foundation is committed to moving philanthropy forward and strengthening 
Geneva's position in this sector on the international stage – in the tradition and spirit of Geneva. "  
 
Maximilian Martin, Head of Philanthropy at the Lombard Odier Group and Secretary General of 
Fondation Lombard Odier, states: "The philanthropic sector needs to attract more capital and talent to 
be able to respond to today's challenges. Well-targeted tax incentives and exemptions encourage 
institutions to invest in projects with a social impact. The prize reflects Fondation Lombard Odier's 
commitment to consistently promoting the vitality of the philanthropic sector in Switzerland and elsewhere 
through targeted projects, including academic research. " 
 
Prof. Henry Peter, Head of the Geneva Centre for Philanthropy, says: "The Centre for Philanthropy 
of the University of Geneva is delighted that this prestigious prize is being awarded to the best academic 
papers produced under the umbrella of its project on taxation and philanthropy, a little researched area. 
The Fondation Lombard Odier Prize for Academic Excellence in Philanthropy recognises very high quality 
academic contributions. The papers reflect the international and multidisciplinary approach that 
characterises the Centre and its research and teaching projects. "  
 
Jury members: 
Patrick Odier, President, Fondation Lombard Odier (chair) 
Prof. James Andreoni, Professor of Economics, University of California at San Diego, USA 
Prof. Yves Flückiger, Rector, University of Geneva 
André Hoffmann, Philanthropist, Switzerland 
Prof. Sigrid Hemels, Erasmus University of Rotterdam, Netherlands 
Prof. Kimberley Scharf, University of Birmingham, UK 
 

Finalists in the junior scholar category: 

• Aligning tax incentives with motivations for philanthropy: Insights from brain and 
behaviour  
Jo Cutler, University of Birmingham (UK) 

 
• Why fiscally encourage philanthropy? The justifications used by political actors in 

Switzerland (2000-2019)  
Caroline Honegger, Romain Carnac, Philipp Balsiger, and Alexandre Lambelet, HETSL (HES-
SO) and University of Neuchâtel (CH) 

 
• Philanthropy as a self-taxation mechanism with happy outcomes: Crafting a new public 

discourse  
Charles Sellen, Indiana University (USA) 
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Finalists in the senior scholar category: 
 

• Who gives and who gets? Tax policy and the long-run distribution of philanthropy in the US 
Nicolas Duquette, University of Southern California, and Jennifer Mayo, University of Michigan 

 
• The Design of Tax Incentives for Giving 

Richard Steinberg, Indiana University (USA) 
 

• Cross-border Philanthropy: A U.S. Perspective 
Eric M. Zolt, UCLA Law School (USA) 
 

-ends- 
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About Fondation Lombard Odier 
 
The Foundation funds innovative solutions to address the most pressing challenges in the education and 
humanitarian sectors. Its objective is to work together with beneficiaries for whom it has an impact and to 
whom we can offer more than just financial support. The Foundation actively contributes to developing 
the philanthropic sector as a whole with the aim of improving society for decades to come. As a founding 
partner of the Centre for Philanthropy of the University of Geneva, its objective is to encourage research 
and the dissemination of knowledge, raise awareness among professionals and stakeholders and foster 
dialogue between them to shape the philanthropy of tomorrow. The Foundation also participates in 
exchange platforms such as SwissFoundations, the European Foundation Centre and the European Venture 
Philanthropy Association. 
 
About the Centre for Philanthropy of the University of Geneva 
 
The University of Geneva (UNIGE) created the Geneva Centre for Philanthropy to support the 
international expansion and outreach of philanthropy in the Lake Geneva region. The Centre specialises in 
inter-disciplinary research and teaching in philanthropy, together with knowledge transfer. The Centre is 
a public-private partnership between UNIGE and a number of major foundations. It aims to encourage 
research and academic teaching in philanthropy and to ensure that knowledge is transferred to meet the 
needs of practitioners and the Geneva region. 
 
Media contact 
 
Lombard Odier Group  Andreas Kessler Julien de Weck 
Rue de la Corraterie 11 Media Relations Media Relations 
1204 Geneva – Switzerland Tel.: +41 44 214 11 11  Tel.: +41 22 709 25 47 
www.lombardodier.com an.kessler@lombardodier.com j.deweck@lombardodier.com  
 
University of Geneva Laetitia Gill 
Rue du Général-Dufour 24 GDP’s Executive director 
1211 Genève 4 - Suisse Tel. : +41 78 631 39 49 
www.unige.ch        laetitia.gill@unige.ch 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Important information: 
This media release has been prepared by Bank Lombard Odier & Co Ltd, a bank and securities dealer authorised and regulated by the Swiss 
Financial Market Supervisory Authority (FINMA) (hereinafter "Lombard Odier"). It is not intended for distribution, publication, or use in any 
jurisdiction where such distribution, publication, or use would be unlawful, nor is it aimed at any person or entity to whom it would be unlawful 
to address such a document. This media release is provided for information purposes only. It does not constitute an offer or a recommendation to 
enter into a relationship with Lombard Odier, nor to subscribe to, purchase, sell or hold any security or financial instrument. 
This document may not be reproduced (in whole or in part), transmitted, modified, or used for any public or commercial purpose without the prior 
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