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MEDIA RELEASE 

 
 

Geneva, 26 June 2020 
 
 

21st Extraordinary Voyages Prize awarded to six school leavers in 
French-speaking Switzerland  

On Thursday, Fondation Lombard Odier awarded the 21st  Extraordinary Voyages Prize to six school leavers 
in French-speaking Switzerland. The 21st ceremony was held online and coloured by the pandemic and, more 
broadly, by fundamental trends such as climate change, rising inequalities and public health.  

"The Extraordinary Voyages Prize has always encouraged self-discovery and reflection, an understanding 
of the world around us and entrepreneurial spirit, values that our Group holds dear," says Patrick Odier, 
Chairman of Fondation Lombard Odier. "In light of the current pandemic and, more broadly, trends in the 
areas of climate change, rising inequality and public health, the 2020 winners will voyage in a world 
undergoing a seismic transformation. This experience will, without doubt, enrich their personal awareness 
and feed into their professional life." 
 
The prize was awarded to six French-speaking Swiss school-leavers from Canton Vaud and Geneva. The 
purpose and content of their proposed trips impressed the jury and the projects were carefully selected from 
40 applications submitted by school leavers. The prizes were awarded via a live streaming event on Thursday, 
25 June, in the presence of Patrick Odier and Pierre Jaccard, founder of the travel agency Au Tigre 
Vanillé – Le Cercle des Voyageurs. This digital ceremony offered an opportunity for the students 
and panel to discuss travel and its new forms in light of environmental and social considerations.  
 
The 2020 winning projects include a hiking trip in America to reconnect with nature and oneself, a 
journey following in the footsteps of a great-grandfather deported to Siberia, a modern-day 
adventure along the ancient Silk Road in China, a quest in search of family roots in Russia, and a 
pilgrimage across the five sacred mountains of China. The projects will be an opportunity for these 
young people to grow and discover themselves.  
Created on Lombard Odier's bicentenary in 2000 and aimed at all school leavers in French-speaking 
Switzerland, the Extraordinary Voyages Prize has enabled more than one hundred young people to 
make the journey of their dreams in more than 60 different countries, while sharing their stories 
with the public on the Fondation Lombard Odier’s website. 
 
Follow the winners and read their travel diaries here: www.prixdesvoyagesextraordinaires.ch 
  

http://www.prixdesvoyagesextraordinaires.ch/
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5th prize – "A spiritual voyage of discovery and (re)discovery – 2,800 km by train and 
foot across the five sacred mountains of China" 
 
Ms Lou Schweizer, Collège Claparède, Geneva 
 
"During my gap year, I plan to travel across China to discover Chinese culture and the places 
of pilgrimage known as the five sacred mountains. By covering this route, I aim to hone my 
hiking and painting skills. Ultimately, I want to find myself." 
 
4th prize – "Dreams and roots" 
 
Ms Alexandra Lagutova, Collège Claparède, Geneva 
 
"I would like to travel by train through the places where my roots and dreams lie, 
accompanied by my sketch book. The journey starts from Switzerland and involves visiting 
Russia – one of my roots – and discovering Japan, the country of my dreams." 
 
3rd prize – "The new Silk Road by land, sea and air" 
 
Mr Sasha Gutenmacher and Ms Julie Bron, CEC Emilie Gourd, Geneva 
 
"Two students' dream to cross Asia, following the thread of the ancient Silk Road, now 
revived by present day by China. A journey planned around exploring diverse cultures and 
experiencing the unexpected. A pilgrimage with bags on backs and heads full of dreams." 
 
2nd prize – "Deported to Siberia" 
 
Mr Marcin Kroczak, Gymnase de Nyon, Vaud 
 
"Retracing the steps of my great-grandfather and visiting the place of his death will be like 
putting a full stop at the end of this chapter in my family's history. Far from forgetting the 
past, this will complete the story so that it can be read and understood by generations to 
come." 
 
1st prize – "4,260 km on foot" 
 
Ms Alexandra Coutau, Collège Voltaire, Geneva 
 
"My project is to complete the Pacific Crest Trail, a long hike of 4,260 kilometres joining 
the Mexican border to the Canadian border. While walking, I hope to reconnect with nature, 
with others and with myself." 
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About the Extraordinary Voyages Prize  

The Extraordinary Voyages Prize pays tribute to the spirit of adventure that characterises the works of Jules 
Verne, especially "From the Earth to the Moon", which specifically mentions Lombard Odier. 
The selection criteria include inquisitiveness and an open mind, a sense of adventure, empathy and respect 
for others, a willingness to share and the desire to learn. Each project contains details of the travel destination, 
the reasons for the choice, the purpose of the trip, the proposed method of travel and the anticipated results. 
After their journey, the winners have to submit a report within one month and make an oral presentation 
about their experience to the new winners at the next prize ceremony. 
Five bursaries are awarded every year, ranging from CHF 2,500 to CHF 6,500. Since 2000, around one 
hundred young people have benefited from Fondation Lombard Odier's financial support. They set out to 
discover the world, returning with personal impressions and powerful memories that are described in their 
writings. So far, trips have been made to 60 countries on all seven continents. The destinations chosen reflect 
the very broad range of the winners' dreams and interests. From exploring the volcanoes of Iceland and 
Indonesia, to crossing the United States by bike, to studying the orangutans of Borneo, the prize makes young 
people's dreams come true, taking them on an Extraordinary Voyage. 

www.prixdesvoyagesextraordinaires.ch 
 

About Fondation Lombard Odier  

Fondation Lombard Odier is the Group's corporate foundation. With a novel vision of philanthropy, its 
mission is to encourage effectiveness, creativity and innovation among its beneficiaries to create a sustainable 
impact, particularly in the areas of education and humanitarian action. Underpinned by the Group's 220-year 
history in Geneva, Fondation Lombard Odier also supports numerous local projects. 
 
Above all, the Foundation aims to create a catalysing and unifying effect through its donations and grants. 
Given the scale of the challenges in its field of intervention, it also aims to form partnerships and co-financing 
arrangements. In this way, it hopes to increase its global impact by initiating support for innovative and 
transformative projects.  
 
 
 
 
Lombard Odier Group Julien de Weck Sabina Krauz 
Rue de la Corraterie 11 Lombard Odier Group Lombard Odier Group 
1204 Geneva – Switzerland Tel.: +41 (0)22 709 25 47 Tel.: +41 (0) 44 214 14 54 
www.lombardodier.com j.deweck@lombardodier.com s.krauz@lombardodier.com 
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