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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Geneva, 26 February 2019 

 

Carpenters Workshop Gallery, in partnership with the Lombard Odier 
Group, present DYSFUNCTIONAL, an immersive exhibition of 
collectible design at Ca’d’Oro, during the Venice Biennale 2019 

8th May – 24th November 2019  
Press view: Monday 6th & Tuesday 7th May 

Carpenters Workshop Gallery, in partnership with the Lombard Odier Group, are proud to present 
DYSFUNCTIONAL at Galleria Giorgio Franchetti alla Ca’d’Oro Palazzo on the Grand Canal during Biennale 
Arte 2019.  
 
The exhibition will present works by established and rising artists seeking to break the thin boundaries 
between art, architecture and design. The site-specific works combine extraordinary craftsmanship with 
strong artistic and emotional expression.  
 
17 artists from the Carpenters Workshop roster have been invited to create a dialogue between the jaw 
dropping architecture of Ca’d’Oro, its impressive collection of Italian masters and the best of contemporary 
collectible design. To name a few, Atelier Van Lieshout, Studio Drift, Maarten Baas, Nacho Carbonell, 
Vincent Dubourg, Verhoeven Twins and Virgil Abloh, who recently joined the gallery. 
 
Their works will draw on the artistic heritage of the Galleria Giorgio Franchetti, which features masterpieces 
such as Andrea Mantegna’s St Sebastian, Jan van Eyck’s Crucifixion and Bernini’s Rio della Plata, a 
terracotta model for his Fountain of the Four Rivers.  
 
The works in the exhibition resonate with Venice’s rich heritage of craftsmanship and artistic expression. 
Virgil Abloh, who recently joined the gallery’s roster of international artists, will create his first ever 
functional sculpture collection which is inspired by the lagoon city and its acqua alta (high tide). Nacho 
Carbonell’s tree-like organic sculptures will transform the Monumental Courtyard of 15th century mosaics 
into a forest of light. Their shimmering texture will reference the gilt and polychrome decorations which once 
adorned the palazzo’s façade and their cocoon metal mesh shapes will echo the quatrefoils that decorate the 
windows of ‘the golden house’.  
 
DYSFUNCTIONAL seeks to forget function whilst celebrating the power of artistic expression. The idea of 
dysfunction, defined as ‘the disruption of normal social relations’, invites visitors to rethink the conventional 
relationship between form and function, art and design, the historical and the modern. 
 
Julien Lombrail and Loic le Gaillard, co-founders of the Carpenters Workshop Gallery, comment: “We 
purposely decided to stage DYSFUNCTIONAL during the world’s most important art exhibition, the Venice 
Art Biennale, to question what defines an artwork, why can artworks not be functional and when does design 
become art? All works are an expression or application of tremendous creative skill, to be appreciated for 
their beauty, imaginative or emotional power. By creating this dialogue, we want to follow the spirit of Baron 

https://www.carpentersworkshopgallery.com/
https://www.lombardodier.com/home.html?utm_campaign=cwg&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=press&utm_term=mediareleases&utm_content=february2019
http://www.cadoro.org/?lang=en
https://www.labiennale.org/en
https://www.labiennale.org/en
https://www.ateliervanlieshout.com/
http://www.studiodrift.com/
http://maartenbaas.com/
https://nachocarbonell.com/
https://www.carpentersworkshopgallery.com/artists/vincent-dubourg/
http://www.verhoeventwins.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virgil_Abloh
https://www.businessoffashion.com/community/people/virgil-abloh
https://www.carpentersworkshopgallery.com/artists/nacho-carbonell/
https://www.carpentersworkshopgallery.com/artists/nacho-carbonell/
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Giorgio Franchetti, who rejuvenated Ca’d’Oro in 1894 and was an avant-garde collector for his time. In 
partnership with Lombard Odier, with whom we share the same vision, we want to invite visitors to go on an 
immersive journey in time and explore the blurred lines between art and design in the context of the rich 
Venetian heritage. 
 
Frédéric Rochat, Managing Partner and Co-Head of Private Clients at Lombard Odier, commented, “The 
Carpenters Workshop Gallery partnership is a natural collaboration for Lombard Odier, given our shared 
approach as true “Rethinkers”. This exhibition successfully fuses art and design, displaying bespoke works 
of unique savoir-faire. Innovation and customisation are part of Lombard Odier’s identity, having 
consistently reinvented our business over seven generations and two centuries, to provide innovative and 
tailored advice to our clients in times of change.” 
 

-ends- 
 
 
All artists featured in DYSFUNCTIONAL:  
 
Atelier Van Lieshout 
Virgil Abloh 
Maarten Baas 
Nacho Carbonell 
Wendell Castle 
Vincenzo de Cotiis  
Ingrid Donat  
Studio Drift  
Vincent Dubourg 
Stuart Haygarth  
Studio Job  
Mathieu Lehanneur  
Frederik Molenschot 
Rick Owens and Michele Lamy  
Random International  
Charles Trevelyan 
Verhoeven Twins   
 
 
 
For media enquiries please contact:  
Sara Kietzmann | sara@suttonpr.com | +44 (0) 20 7759 1862   
 
 
For images please click here  
 
 
 
  

 

https://www.lombardodier.com/home/about-us/la-maison.html
https://www.lombardodier.com/home/private-clients.html
https://www.lombardodier.com/contents/corporate-news/rethink-everything/2016/our-philosophy-our-perspectives.html
https://www.ateliervanlieshout.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virgil_Abloh
http://maartenbaas.com/
https://www.carpentersworkshopgallery.com/artists/nacho-carbonell/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wendell_Castle
http://www.decotiis.it/
https://www.carpentersworkshopgallery.com/artists/ingrid-donat/
http://www.studiodrift.com/
https://www.carpentersworkshopgallery.com/artists/vincent-dubourg/
http://www.stuarthaygarth.com/
https://www.studio-job.com/
http://www.mathieulehanneur.fr/works
https://www.carpentersworkshopgallery.com/artists/frederik-molenschot/
https://www.rickowens.eu/en/US
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mich%C3%A9le_Lamy
https://www.random-international.com/
https://www.charlestrevelyan.com/
http://www.verhoeventwins.com/
mailto:sara@suttonpr.com
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ei65i3g64ir4rm8/AAA_8oQz7cZb2V17mmJH00xda?dl=0
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About Lombard Odier 
Lombard Odier is a leading global wealth and asset manager. For 223 years and through 40 financial crises 
the Group has combined innovation and prudence to align itself with the long-term interests of private and 
institutional clients. The Group is solely owned by its Managing Partners, has a highly liquid balance sheet 
and is well capitalised with a CET1 ratio of 26.5% and a Fitch rating of AA-. 
Lombard Odier provides a complete offering of wealth services, including succession planning, discretionary 
and advisory portfolio management, and custody. Asset management services are offered through Lombard 
Odier Investment Managers (LOIM). The Group has also created cutting-edge banking technology which is 
distributed to other financial institutions. 
The Group had total client assets of 274 billion Swiss francs at end-June 2018. Headquartered in Geneva 
since 1796, the Group has 27 offices in 23 jurisdictions and employs 2,450 people. 
 
For more information: www.lombardodier.com 
 
 

 
 
 
About Carpenters Workshop Gallery 
From Functional Art to Collectible Design, today Carpenters Workshop Gallery produces and exhibits 
functional sculptures by international rising and established artists or de-signers going outside their 
traditional territories of expression.  
Actively involved in the research and production of limited edition works, the gallery’s choices are guided 
by seeking an emotional, artistic and historical relevance and break-ing boundaries between art and design. 
The gallery relies on the partnership of childhood friends, Julien Lombrail and Loic le Gaillard. They first 
opened a space in London’s Chelsea in 2006 in a former carpenter’s workshop; they now operate four 
galleries globally in London, Paris, New York, and more recently in San Francisco.  
In 2015, the gallery opened The Workshop in Roissy, a unique 8,000 square meters space dedicated to artistic 
research bringing together the elite of artisans. 
Today, Carpenters Workshop Gallery is recognized as a leading gallery for contemporary collectible design. 
 
For more information: https://carpentersworkshopgallery.com  
 
 
 
Important Information 
This media release has been prepared by Bank Lombard Odier & Co Ltd, a bank and securities dealer authorised and regulated by the Swiss Financial 
Market Supervisory Authority (FINMA) (hereinafter "Lombard Odier"). It is not intended for distribution, publication, or use in any jurisdiction 
where such distribution, publication, or use would be unlawful, nor is it aimed at any person or entity to whom it would be unlawful to address such 
a document. This media release is provided for information purposes only. It does not constitute an offer or a recommendation to enter into a 
relationship with Lombard Odier, nor to subscribe to, purchase, sell or hold any security or financial instrument.  
This document may not be reproduced (in whole or in part), transmitted, modified, or used for any public or commercial purpose without the prior 
written permission of Lombard Odier. 
© 2019 Bank Lombard Odier & Co Ltd – All rights reserved 

Lombard Odier Group 
Rue de la Corraterie 11 
1204 Geneva – Switzerland 
www.lombardodier.com 

Andreas Kessler 
Media relations 
Tel.: +41 44 214 14 64 
an.kessler@lombardodier.com 

Anne Plagnat 
Media relations 
Tel.: +41 22 709 21 21 
a.plagnat@lombardodier.com 

http://www.lombardodier.com/
https://carpentersworkshopgallery.com/
http://www.lombardodier.com/
mailto:an.kessler@lombardodier.com
mailto:an.kessler@lombardodier.com

