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MEDIA RELEASE 
Geneva, 13 February 2019 

Lombard Odier partners with CERN by supporting the ATLAS PhD Grant 
Scheme in particle physics research 

The Lombard Odier Group has committed to providing financial support, over 
the next three years, to enable six talented PhD students to conduct their 

research at CERN 

Lombard Odier is pleased to announce it is partnering with the CERN & Society Foundation by 
committing financial support, over the next three years, to six talented PhD students in particle 
physics research. The young researchers selected to receive an ATLAS grant will continue their 
studies in Geneva as part of an international collaboration involving 181 institutions and agencies 
from 38 countries. The PhD students will take part in the ATLAS experiment. This consists of one 
general-purpose detector at the Large Hadron Collider, which is used for investigating a wide range 
of physics, from the search for the Higgs boson, to extra dimensions and the particles that could 
make up dark matter. They will be under excellent supervision and training while working alongside 
leading specialists. 

By joining forces with CERN and CERN & Society Foundation programme, Lombard Odier is 
reaffirming its commitment to a young generation of scientists driven to constantly push the 
boundaries of technology in order to advance science and help solve society's problems, around the 
globe, in sectors such as health and the environment. Lombard Odier will support two of the three 
students receiving the grant in 2019. Giulia Rovelli, from the University of Pavia in Italy, will focus 
on researching the dark matter particles produced during the ATLAS experiment and deciphering 
their properties. Rongkun Wang, from the University of Science and Technology of China and 
Michigan University in the United States, will continue his work on measuring the force generated 
by the interaction between the Higgs boson and elementary particles.  

In pushing the boundaries of technology, CERN and its researchers are a source of inspiration for 
Lombard Odier in its commitment to its Rethink Everything philosophy, which is the cornerstone 
of the firm's 223-year history.  
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About the CERN & Society Foundation 
The CERN & Society Foundation is a charitable foundation established by CERN to fund the CERN & 
Society programme of projects.  These projects, in the areas of education and outreach, innovation and 
knowledge exchange, and culture and creativity, are inspired or enabled by CERN, but lie outside of its 
specific research mandate. The Foundation seeks the support of individuals, trusts, international organisations 
and commercial entities to spread the CERN spirit of scientific curiosity for the inspiration and benefit of 
society. 
The ATLAS PhD Grant Scheme funds two years of PhD research for young, talented and motivated 
researchers, giving particular consideration to applications from underprivileged students. Students spend 
one year at CERN and another at their host institute. The PhD scheme was created by Fabiola Gianotti and 
Peter Jenni. Former ATLAS spokespersons, they donated their share of the "Fundamental Physics Special 
Breakthrough Prize", which was awarded for their leadership role in the discovery of the Higgs boson in the 
Large Hadron Collider at CERN. Subsequent donations have made it possible to continue this grant scheme.   
 
 
About Lombard Odier  
Lombard Odier is a leading global wealth and asset manager. Over the past 223 years, and throughout the 40 
financial crises it has weathered, the Group has combined innovation and prudence in order to remain aligned 
with the long-term interests of its private and institutional clients. Owned solely by its managing partners, it 
has a highly liquid balance sheet and a strong capital base, with a CET1 ratio of 26.5% and a Fitch rating of 
AA-. 
Lombard Odier provides a comprehensive palette of wealth management services, covering in particular 
wealth planning, advisory and management services for portfolios and custody of securities. Its asset 
management services are provided by Lombard Odier Investment Managers (LOIM). Lombard Odier also 
has state-of-the-art banking technology solutions, which it offers to other financial institutions. 
The Group's total client assets amounted to CHF 274 billion as at 30 June 2018.  Headquartered in Geneva 
since 1796, Lombard Odier has 27 offices in 23 jurisdictions and employs 2,450 people. 
More information is available from: www.lombardodier.com  
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