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introduction
Welcome to the Donor’s Guide to Children and Youth.
Philanthropists and children share a common power – the power
to shape the future. As today’s donors increasingly recognise this
enormous potential, more and more of them are coming together to
support initiatives for children. In the context of ongoing challenges
related to COVID-19, climate change and protracted conflicts,
creating global philanthropic partnerships for young people has never
been so vital. And with almost 2 billion children under 15 alive today 1 –
more than ever before – the cost of inaction has never been higher.
UNICEF and Lombard Odier have joined forces to support this
mission. Together, we are raising awareness among philanthropists
to facilitate engagement and funding for children. We are proud of
the progress we have made so far, separately and together, to increase
understanding of the challenges and opportunities for children
around the world. But we know that more can – and must – be done.
UNICEF has been the world’s leading organisation for children for
over 75 years. Founded by the United Nations in the aftermath of
World War II, UNICEF has grown to a global scale, with a presence
in 190 countries. UNICEF is the largest vaccine buyer in the world,2
reaching 45% of all children under five with vaccines every year.3
It is also the world’s leading organisation for child education
and protection.
Since UNICEF was founded, the world has made enormous progress
for children. Child mortality rates have plummeted, school
attendance has soared, and countless laws and policies have been
introduced to protect children from violence, exploitation and abuse.
But there are still too many children who have been left behind in this
progress. Philanthropists can play a critical role in realising every
child’s basic needs and rights. At the same time, philanthropic
contributions can reimagine a better future for children, going
beyond basic necessities to ensure that every child can thrive and
achieve their full potential.
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These two priorities – ensuring children’s basic needs and
rights are met, and reimagining a better future – offer many
opportunities for philanthropists to create transformative
impact.
Since the founding of Lombard Odier over 225 years ago,
the families leading the bank have consistently been
involved in philanthropy and have shared their experience
with clients. Fondation Philanthropia, which was created
in 2008, facilitates clients’ philanthropic engagement.
It has already donated funds in support of children and
youth around the globe.
Building on the success of the Donor’s Guide to Cancer in
2018 4 and the Donor’s Guide to the Environment in 2020,5
Lombard Odier has partnered with UNICEF to launch this
document, the third in the Donor’s Guide series.
Today, we make this guide freely available to any partner
or philanthropist. We hope that this guide, intended as
an initial step towards improved understanding of the
challenges and opportunities for children, will help focus
philanthropic efforts and make an impactful contribution
to meeting children’s basic needs and rights, and to
reimagining a better future for all children.
With our deepest gratitude, we sincerely thank all
contributors for this collective creation.

		
		

Charlotte Petri Gornitzka,
Deputy Executive Director, Partnership

		
		
		

Denis Pittet,
Managing Partner, Lombard Odier Group
and President, Fondation Philanthropia
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The world is facing a particularly turbulent moment. The impacts of
COVID-19 have devastated individual lives and national economies
(see Figure 1). Extreme weather events are on the rise due to climate
change.6 Protracted conflicts are forcing record numbers of people
from their homes.7 All of this is severely impacting children, limiting
their access to health services, education, and protection from
violence, exploitation and abuse.
But within these challenges are opportunities. Today,
philanthropists are increasingly recognising that supporting
initiatives for children is the best way to reshape the future,
by building on recent global progress and leveraging new solutions
for a next and better normal.

Figure 1: World Bank chart showing the increase in poverty caused by COVID-19 8
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The situation for children
In today’s fast-paced world, it is easy to
overlook the progress we have made for
children. Cases of polio have fallen by
99.9% since 1988 (see Figure 2).9 The
global youth literacy rate has surpassed
90% for the first time in history.10 And
the global prevalence of child labour has
fallen by 38% in the last decade.11

Although this progress has been
remarkable, it has not been shared
equally (see Figure 3). Too many children
are still dying of preventable diseases,
too many are denied an education, and
too many are suffering from violence,
exploitation and abuse.

Figure 2: World Health Organization graph showing decrease in polio cases
and increase in polio vaccine coverage since 1980 12
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Basic needs and rights
Philanthropic support for children must focus on those who have
been left behind in our global progress. These are the children who
are most vulnerable. They may be experiencing poverty, living in
remote areas, or suffering from discrimination due to their gender
or disability status.
For these children, the focus must be on making sure their basic needs
and rights are met, as described in the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child. These include the right to good quality health
care (Article 24), the right to an education (Article 28) and the right to
protection from violence, exploitation and abuse (Articles 19, 32, 34, 35
and 36).13

Figure 3: Bar chart showing disparities in child labour risks in different regions 14
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Reimagining a better future
While it is essential to ensure that every
child’s basic needs and rights are met,
we must also carve out a more ambitious
path for the future – one that provides
children with a platform to flourish and
achieve their full potential.

quality of education, so that children can
develop skills that are relevant to their
lives and their future careers. And it
means expanding our definition of child
protection to include new risks, such
as cyberbullying.

This means supporting a health system
that enables children not just to survive,
but also to thrive, with services that
promote good mental health, nutrition
and exercise. It means improving the

By thinking beyond children’s basic
needs and rights, we can begin to
reimagine a better future for children –
one in which their full potential can
be realised.

Figure 4: Statistics on the challenges facing children worldwide
In Africa there is just one mental health professional for every 100,000 people 15

Undernutrition affects more than 150 million children worldwide 16
Globally, 369 million young people are disconnected from the internet and
online learning opportunities 17
287 million children have no drinking water services at school 18
Out of 170,000 young people surveyed, more than a third report being victims
of cyberbullying 19
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The challenges
Today, the ongoing impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic continue to deepen inequalities,
threatening decades of global progress.
Climate change is hitting the most vulnerable
people hardest, with droughts, floods and
other extreme weather events. And protracted
conflicts in Africa, Asia and the Middle East
are driving millions out of their homes and
into poverty.

In the aftermath of World War II, we
reimagined what was possible. We came
together to create the United Nations.
We built new health and welfare systems.
We eradicated smallpox.
The crises we face today are complex, longterm problems. The only way to solve these
problems is to build a generation that is
equipped to withstand them and address
them. With the support of the philanthropic
community, we can enable children to
survive, thrive and reshape the future.

It would be easy to feel overwhelmed in
the face of these challenges. But the world
has overcome global crises before.

Figure 5: World Bank graph showing growth of youth population 20
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The opportunities
The time to act is now. In recent decades, improved child
survival rates have created the largest generation of young
people ever (see Figure 5). With the right support, we can
take advantage of this demographic dividend and unlock
the next generation’s power to reshape the future. But
without adequate support, we risk losing the progress
we have made for children so far and wasting the potential
of an entire generation.
Philanthropists will have a major role to play as we
navigate this crossroads for the next generation of youth.
In particular, the unique freedom philanthropists have to
direct their funding will be critical to catalysing innovative
ideas, addressing funding gaps, and providing organisations
with flexibility to respond to children’s evolving needs in
an unpredictable world.
This donor guide covers three priority areas that
philanthropists can support for children: health, education
and child protection. For each area, we provide a set of case
studies to show past successes and examples of what future
donations can achieve. We hope that these case studies
will give you a clear idea of what your contributions can
accomplish and inspire you to make your own flexible
contributions as part of a global effort for children.
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health
The world has made remarkable progress for child health over the past
three decades. In 1990, 9.3% of children globally died before their fifth
birthday. Today, that rate has fallen to 3.8%. 21
Despite this considerable progress, improving child survival remains
a matter of urgent concern. In 2019, an estimated 5.2 million children
under five died 22 – that is one child death every six seconds.
The overwhelming majority of these deaths are preventable. We know
what the solutions are, and they are often very simple. But for many
children and families, these solutions remain inaccessible, due to
inadequate health services.
One example of these simple solutions is ‘kangaroo care’, a technique
in which mothers hold their newborn babies close with skin-to-skin
contact, to create an incubator-like environment. This low-cost
solution is among the most effective methods for saving the lives of
preterm and underweight babies. Yet it is not often taught to parents,
due to health services being overstretched or health workers being
inadequately trained.
Vaccines are another simple solution for health, preventing as many
as 5 million deaths per year. 23 But many countries still struggle to
vaccinate their children because of a lack of funds to support vaccine
infrastructure, such as refrigerators to keep vaccines effective or
transportation to reach children in remote locations. For example,
in 2016, just 16% of health centres in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo had a working refrigerator. 24
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We know the solutions for these big challenges in child health.
But the principal barrier to solving them is a lack of financing.
As the world faces demographic changes and the continued fallout
of the COVID - 19 pandemic – which has put some 228 million people
at risk of disease due to disruptions in routine vaccine campaigns 25 –
we must increase financial support for child health or risk losing the
progress we have made.
Over the next 30 years, some 2 billion births are projected worldwide. 26
In Africa, where the most substantial increase in births is expected,
overstretched health services will be tested even further. In Asia,
ageing populations will put pressure on health systems, impacting
the availability of services for children.
On top of this, new health priorities are emerging. Mental health is
one of these. Increased attention was brought to mental health during
COVID-19 lockdowns, which dramatically increased isolation,
anxiety and stress among young people. In a survey from the United
Kingdom, 80% of young people agreed that the pandemic had made
their mental health worse, with 41% describing it as “much worse”. 27
This unprecedented situation has shown the world how essential
mental health services are, and how they must be a key component
of all health-care programmes.
But within every challenge, there are also opportunities, and the
COVID-19 crisis has helped to catalyse some new initiatives that
could transform the landscape of child health for the better.
One of these is oxygen therapy. This treatment is critical for patients
suffering from COVID-19, but it can also be used to treat pneumonia,
the world’s leading infectious cause of death for children under five.
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As the world scales up the use of oxygen therapy in response
to COVID-19, there is an extraordinary opportunity to
ensure that oxygen supplies are also deployed and used
in newborn and paediatric wards. With a child dying of
pneumonia somewhere in the world every 39 seconds,
this could be one of the great life-saving opportunities of
our time. 28
The following case studies have been chosen to illustrate
a few of the most significant actions taking place within child
health today. They showcase the power of collective action,
ensuring every child has the opportunity to live a happy,
healthy life.

Maternal and newborn health
in Bangladesh

Background
Like most countries, Bangladesh
has recently experienced a huge
improvement in the health of mothers
and newborn babies. Since 2000, the
proportion of mothers dying due to
pregnancy-related or childbirth-related
causes has fallen from 434 per 100,000
to 173.29 At the same time, the infant
mortality rate has dropped from 6.3%
to 2.6%.30

One of the biggest challenges is the
prevalence of home births in Bangladesh.
In fact, more than half of women across
the country give birth at home, with the
rate being even higher in rural areas.33
When women give birth at home, they
miss out on support from skilled birth
attendants. This leaves both the mother
and child at risk if there are complications
during delivery.

However, there is still much more
progress to be made. By way of
comparison, Norway – one of the world’s
best-performing countries for maternal
and newborn health – has a maternal
mortality rate that is 86 times lower than
Bangladesh’s 31 and an infant mortality
rate that is 13 times lower.32 There is no
reason why Bangladesh could not aspire
to the same level of maternal and
newborn health care as a country like
Norway. But, to achieve this, there
are several challenges that must
be overcome.

CARE Bangladesh is implementing
a project to improve awareness of how
to access good health services during
pregnancy and delivery and the benefits
of doing so. Working with local
volunteers, the project is embedding
knowledge on the importance of
maternal and newborn health, not just
among mothers, but also in their families
and the wider community.
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Project Description
In 2018, CARE Bangladesh began this
project to reduce maternal and newborn
mortality in Bangladesh. The work
focuses on the districts of Patuakhali and
Sirajganj, where the proportion of women
giving birth at home is higher than the
national average.
The project’s key strategy is to provide
training for community health
volunteers. This vital training improves
their ability to support pregnant
women with advice on nutrition,
referrals to specialised health services
and much more.

To reach the wider community, the
project uses mobile loudspeakers to
broadcast key health messages in local
languages. This approach is particularly
effective in areas with low literacy rates
and has been especially useful in the
context of COVID-19 and social
distancing. During the pandemic,
the mobile speakers were used to spread
COVID-19 prevention messages, such
as the importance of handwashing,
while continuing to emphasise key
health messages for pregnant mothers
and newborns.

One of the main duties of community
health volunteers is to go door to door,
identifying pregnant women in the
community and working with them to
create a birth plan. This ensures that
mothers and families know how to get
to health centres with skilled birth
attendants, both for regular check-ups
and once labour begins. In addition,
community health volunteers conduct
group sessions with mothers on a variety
of health-related topics, such as maternal
nutrition and breastfeeding.
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Maternal and newborn health
in Bangladesh

Outcomes
Through this project, CARE Bangladesh has trained over
1,400 community health volunteers so far.
During a recent three-month period, these community
health volunteers were able to visit more than 568,000
homes. They conducted 7,698 birth-planning sessions,
as well as 14,134 sessions to promote good nutrition among
mothers and infants, including breastfeeding.
The impact of this work has been seen in increased numbers
of women giving birth in health centres in the target
districts. In addition, there have been improvements in local
data collection and reporting on maternal and newborn
health. This is critically important, not just for monitoring
progress, but also for effectively guiding the future work
of CARE Bangladesh, other local organisations and
the government.
Despite these successes, there is a significant risk that
maternal and newborn health in Bangladesh will be
negatively affected by the ongoing impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic, such as increased poverty. Therefore, continued
funding is needed to ensure that health messages reach
pregnant mothers in Bangladesh to support their safe
delivery and a healthy start to life for their children.
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Donor Opportunities
A donation of USD 25,000 can be used
to improve the child and maternal
counselling skills of 2,500 community
health volunteers and teach them how to
register pregnant women and newborns.
With a donation of USD 75,000, CARE
Bangladesh can reach approximately
600,000 women to encourage them to
visit health facilities for antenatal care,
delivery and postnatal care. This
outreach will be conducted through
sessions with local mothers’ groups.

For more information:

www.carebangladesh.org
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Oxygen therapy
in Senegal

Background
When the COVID-19 pandemic struck,
it left the world short of oxygen, a vital
treatment for patients suffering from
the disease. But the challenge of
accessing oxygen therapy is not a new
phenomenon. For many years, it has
also been one of the main obstacles for
treating the biggest infectious killer
of children: pneumonia.
Pneumonia takes the lives of 800,000
children every year – that is one child
every 39 seconds.34 Most of these deaths
would be preventable with access to
oxygen therapy treatments.
Despite oxygen’s positive benefits for
treating COVID-19 and pneumonia,
there are inherent complexities in
providing equipment for oxygen
therapies. For many health facilities
in low-income and middle-income

Donor’s Guide to Children and Youth

18.

countries, the supplies are simply too
expensive to purchase. For those in rural
or remote areas, it may be challenging
to arrange transport and delivery.
If staff are not adequately trained,
the equipment cannot be used at all.
In response to this situation, UNICEF
is implementing a new project called
SPRINT – Scaling Pneumonia Response
Innovations. This project strengthens
the capability of governments to assess
their own oxygen needs and procure
the right equipment.
SPRINT is being successfully
implemented in Senegal, and, with
more funding, the project can be
expanded to help end oxygen scarcity
in low-income and middle-income
countries everywhere.

Project Description
UNICEF launched the SPRINT project
in Senegal in collaboration with the
Senegalese government. The project
has three main components: oxygen
system planning, technical guidance
on oxygen therapy devices, and oxygen
supply access.

equipment properly. To support this,
UNICEF partnered with the
World Health Organization to develop
a guidance manual to help key decisionmakers to select, procure, use and
maintain oxygen therapy equipment
properly.

Oxygen system planning – Using its
extensive expertise in oxygen systems,
procurement, supply chains, global
health and neonatal care, UNICEF
developed a computer-based tool to help
the government of Senegal determine its
oxygen needs, challenges and solutions.
The tool provides important data for
oxygen treatment and can be used
in different country contexts.

Oxygen supply access – In many
countries, oxygen therapy equipment
is not available through local markets.
Using its unique scale and logistics,
UNICEF has made a high volume of
essential oxygen equipment available
through its supply channels as part of the
SPRINT project. This means countries
such as Senegal are now able to access
critical oxygen supplies, even when the
materials are not locally available.

Technical guidance on oxygen therapy
devices – Significant planning is required
to set up oxygen systems. The equipment
must be of the correct type, size and
amount. There must also be maintenance
plans in place, sufficient power available,
and training to ensure staff can use the

These three key activities, implemented
in unison, have been critical for enabling
the government of Senegal to ensure
oxygen therapy is available at health
facilities across the country.
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Oxygen therapy
in Senegal

Outcomes
Since the SPRINT project began in
Senegal, it has helped increase access
to oxygen treatments for thousands
of children in the country.
Through SPRINT, UNICEF and the
government of Senegal have provided
oxygen to 64 health facilities in regions
with high rates of pneumonia.
This includes providing 95 oxygen
concentrators, which extract oxygen
from the ambient air and deliver it to
patients, as well as 69 pulse oximeters,
which measure the amount of oxygen
in a patient’s blood.
In addition to this, the SPRINT project
has provided 831,400 amoxicillin
dispersible tablets to 157 health facilities
in Senegal. This medicine, along with
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oxygen therapy, is one of the most
effective treatments for children
with pneumonia.
However, it is not enough to just enable
access to supplies. It is also essential that
health workers know how to use them
and that systems are in place to ensure
their long-term maintenance. To support
this, various sessions have been initiated
across Senegal to train health workers on
how to install, use and maintain the new
equipment they have received.
By including the government as a key
partner, SPRINT is ensuring continued
high-level support for oxygen therapy
in Senegal, enabling the outcomes to
be sustained for the long term.

Donor Opportunities
In addition to Senegal, the SPRINT
project has also begun in Ghana, where 13
health facilities have received equipment
and medicine. Plans are also in place to
roll out SPRINT across the world.
Due to the extraordinary size and scope
of this project, flexible contributions
are needed to enable a global scale-up.
Opportunities are available for donors
at all levels.
With a donation of USD 100,000,
donors can enable one to three target
regions within a country to be supplied
with amoxicillin dispersible tablets
for pneumonia treatment. With
USD 500,000, donors can support up to
two countries that have already ordered

oxygen supplies with training of key
personnel and assistance to review and
improve national policies related to
pneumonia. With a contribution of
USD 1,000,000, donors can make a
transformative difference, implementing
the SPRINT project in one target country,
which includes an initial analysis,
securing equipment, training health
workers and formulating a national
oxygen road map, while also increasing
access to amoxicillin dispersible tablets.

For more information:

www.unicef.org/innovation/
oxygen-therapy
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Adolescent mental health
in Argentina

Background
Typically, health services focus on
physical health. On average, just 2%
of country health budgets are spent on
mental health. This figure drops to less
than 1% in low-income countries.35
But mental health should be a vital part
of any good health system – especially
for adolescents.
Adolescence, defined by the World
Health Organization as ages 10 to 19,36
is a time of particular vulnerability to
mental health challenges. Globally, one
in five adolescents experiences mental
health conditions.37 In the worst-case
scenario, this can lead to adolescent
suicide, which is among the top three
causes of death for adolescents in
the world.38
In Argentina, where adolescents make
up 16% of the population,39 this problem is
particularly severe. Over the last 20 years,
the adolescent suicide rate has increased.40
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And this problem is not just evident in
the mortality statistics. It can also be seen
in the proportion of young people who
report having seriously considered
suicide – an astonishing 21.5%.41
The causes of mental health problems
in Argentina are diverse. Many young
people report feelings of loneliness.
Others experience violence at home.
For girls, early pregnancy is connected
with mental health challenges, especially
when these pregnancies are the result of
sexual abuse or occur in relationships
with unequal power dynamics.
The situation in Argentina illustrates
the need to increase availability of good
mental health services for adolescents.
It also highlights the need to approach
this problem in a comprehensive manner,
in order to address the many root causes
of mental health problems among
adolescents.

Project Description
To tackle the mental health challenges
faced by adolescents, UNICEF and the
government of Argentina are improving
access to mental health support in
schools. This is achieved by having
health professionals, known as advisors,
visit schools, where they can offer
confidential listening services and
connect adolescents with mental health
services in the wider health system.
Establishing these services in schools
brings mental health support directly
to adolescents. This ease of access is
important, as adolescents often do not
know how to access mental health
services in the public health system.
The comprehensive nature of the
in-school services allows trained advisors
to support students no matter what their
mental health challenges are. In this way,
the services are an easy-to-access
one-stop shop for mental health.

For more complex problems, the advisors
help adolescents to access specialised
services or report problems such as
violence. Likewise, the advisors can
provide information on sexual and
reproductive health services, access
to free contraceptive methods and
sexual education materials.
To maximise the effectiveness of
the mental health services in schools,
UNICEF has organised 16 adolescent
forums where young people can share
their own mental health experiences
and their views on improving the health
system. In total, 2,332 adolescents have
participated in the forums. Their views
have influenced the design of the project
and been shared with health minsters
in Argentina.

For instance, confidential listening
services give adolescents a safe space
to share their concerns and emotions.
Simply having a well-trained,
sympathetic ear can make a huge
difference for adolescents whose mental
health is affected by factors such as
loneliness and social isolation.
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Adolescent mental health
in Argentina

Outcomes
During the first phase of the project,
UNICEF and the government of
Argentina introduced comprehensive
mental health services to 64 schools,
reaching 15,800 adolescents. Since then,
the services have significantly expanded,
reaching over 520,000 students today.
However, during the COVID-19
pandemic, school closures forced the
project to adapt. During this period,
UNICEF helped to develop a mobile
application to connect adolescents
directly to counselling services
through chat platforms.
Although this approach was launched
specifically in response to COVID-19,
it also has long-term potential for
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equalising access to mental health
services. There are significant regional
disparities in health services in
Argentina, so giving adolescents digital
access can help to reduce gaps, especially
for counselling services and accessing
sexual and reproductive health
information. Likewise, the digital
approach also enables adolescents who
have dropped out of school to access
the services.
Though the school-based services have
been very beneficial for adolescents in
Argentina, building digital access to
mental health services will yield even
greater results – reaching adolescents on
a much larger scale and equalising access
for those who are most marginalised.

Donor Opportunities
For the next phase of this project,
USD 600,000 is required to expand the
comprehensive mental health services
and reach 1.79 million adolescents in
Argentina. This expansion will be
achieved through further development
and roll-out of the digital mental health
services. This will include training
more counsellors and developing a
communication strategy to make
adolescents aware of the services.
In addition to this, there is an urgent need
for donors to support mental health data
collection in Argentina. Having timely

and accurate data on adolescent mental
health is critical for informing national
decision-making on which services are
needed most. Therefore, as a further
component to this project, UNICEF
will work to improve data collection
on adolescent mental health, with the
support of donors.

For more information:

www.unicef.org/argentina/
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education
Today, more children and adolescents are enrolled in education
than ever before. Despite this progress, 20% of school-aged children
around the world are still left out of the classroom. 42
This final 20% of children will be the hardest to get into school. These
children are excluded from education due to complex vulnerabilities.
They may be experiencing poverty, living in remote locations far from
the classroom, or suffering from discrimination due to their gender
or disability status.
Ensuring these children can access education is not just essential for
creating a more equal future. It is also vital for supporting emerging
economies. As the world experiences a demographic boom, especially
in Asia and Africa, educated populations are needed to raise global
productivity and transform economic and social outcomes.
This cannot be achieved when 20% of children are out of school.
Now, with 24 million more children estimated to have dropped out
of school in the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic, we need to
work even harder to make sure every child can access an education. 43
But, this will require significant support from donors – and new
ways of thinking.
Digital technology is one innovative way to improve access to
education. As the COVID-19 pandemic demonstrated, online learning
can offer a powerful solution when children are unable to physically
attend school. But, with two thirds of the world’s school-age
population lacking internet connectivity at home, unlocking this
solution will involve transformative change on the global level. 44
If we want every child to have access to digital learning, some
3.5 billion people must be connected by 2030. 45
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Tackling the immense challenge of this digital transition is key.
We know that the classroom of the future will be both online and
offline, so ensuring every child is connected is vital to ensuring that
no child is left behind.
However, it is not enough for every child to simply access education.
We must also make sure that this education is of good quality.
At present, many children are receiving low-quality education that
does not provide them with the skills they need for their futures.
In fact, an estimated 617 million children and adolescents are unable
to reach minimum proficiency in reading and mathematics, even
though two thirds of them are in school. 46 Without skills for lifelong
learning, children face greater barriers to their earning potential
and employment later in life.
Again, digital technologies must be part of the solution. Bringing
the classroom of the future online will improve education quality by
providing children with flexible learning opportunities which can be
tailored to their needs. It will also support their development of digital
skills, which are vital for the 21st century workforce. In Asia, the
number of workers using digital skills will need to increase five-fold
over the next five years, 47 while in Africa, over 200 million jobs will
require digital skills by 2030. 48
In tandem with digital skills development, more funding is needed
to improve the quality of education inside the classroom. That means
training teachers, providing adequate learning materials, and
ensuring curricula cover the skills and knowledge children need.
Education systems must also prioritise quality education for
young children. Just like older children, they need trained teachers,
classrooms that are equipped with resources for learning, and
defined curricula. At present, despite clear evidence that early
education provides a crucial foundation for children’s lifelong
learning, it does not receive its fair share of funding, compared
to higher levels of education.
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Access to education and quality of education are the two
pillars that will help unlock a brighter future for children
and reap immense dividends for emerging economies.
The following case studies illustrate actions and funding
opportunities to ensure that children and adolescents
can learn. These examples demonstrate that together
we can enable every child to access a quality education.

Early education in rural Zambia

Background
In their earliest years, children
form more than 1 million new brain
connections every second – an
astounding pace that is never repeated
at any other phase of life. 49
This critical stage of brain development
is shaped by each child’s life experiences.
When they are exposed to early learning,
stimulation and nurturing care, children
can be set on a path that will have
a lifelong benefit for their education
and earning potential. But when children
are denied such opportunities, the impact
can be devastating. For example, for
children in low-income or middle-income
countries, poor early development could
mean they earn 25% less as an adult. 50
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Yet, despite the clear and proven benefits
of investment in the early years, more
than 175 million children – nearly half
of all pre-primary-aged children
globally – are not enrolled in early
learning opportunities. 51
In the agricultural belt of eastern
Zambia, UNICEF is supporting a new
initiative that offers a promising solution
to the enrolment challenge. This strategic
project brings together communities
and government partners to ensure a
sustainable approach to early education,
which not only helps children get the best
start in life, but also benefits everyone
in the community.

Project Description
In recent decades, Zambia has made
great progress in increasing education
enrolment for children. But this progress
masks considerable regional disparities.
Children in rural and remote areas are
too often denied access to education,
particularly in the critical early years,
putting them behind in life right from
the start.

The project’s centrepiece is a physical
space constructed for early learning.
This includes a cluster of buildings,
a colourful playground and a vegetable
garden. In this space, children participate
in early learning activities, while adults
benefit from classes that promote playful
parenting to support children’s mental
and physical development.

The Insaka initiative is tackling this
problem by bringing early education
and a package of other interventions
like better nutrition and regular health
monitoring into the community and
into the home. Taking its name from
a Bemba word that describes people
coming together to exchange learning,
the Insaka initiative is built on the
concept of community cooperation
and support.

The Insaka initiative also reaches the
wider community, through a network of
volunteers who go door to door to mentor
parents and caregivers on how to give
children the best start in life. Their advice
includes ideas for learning activities at
home, such as storytelling and creating
homemade toys, as well as information
on good health and nutrition.
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Early education in rural Zambia

Outcomes
Providing a child with good early education yields
benefits that can last their whole life and even
transform entire communities. When children
are well educated, they are more likely to be able
to support their own children’s learning and
development in the future, helping to break intergenerational cycles of poor education and poverty.
The Insaka initiative is built on this long-term vision.
That is why community involvement and support is
so important, at all levels. The initiative is designed
in collaboration with government partners, and
community leaders, such as local chiefs, are involved
in the planning. Community members support the
initiative as volunteers, while also benefiting from
its services.
Ensuring strong local support and involvement in
the project helps to embed it within the community
for the long term. In this way, the positive project
outcomes become sustainable, as the community
gradually takes over full responsibility for the
services. Therefore, financial support for the Insaka
initiative has a truly long-term impact, as the
outcomes for children continue to be sustained
into the future.
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Donor Opportunities
Early education provides the highest social return of
all education sectors. For every USD 1 spent on early
childhood development, the return can be as high
as USD 7.30. 52
Yet, despite the clear and proven benefits of early
education, it receives the smallest share of funding
compared to primary, secondary and tertiary
education. Less than 1% of international aid to
education currently supports early education, and
less than 2% of government education budgets is
allocated to early education in low-income countries. 53
With a donation of USD 225,000, donors can help
construct two flagship Insaka centres in Zambia,
including solar power and water points. Donations of
USD 50,000 to USD 100,000 can provide support to
community volunteers, ensuring they receive training
to run activities at the centre and conduct door-todoor visits to families with young children.
Early education offers philanthropists the opportunity
of a lifetime. It is the best way to have a positive,
lifelong impact on a child’s future, and it can unlock
wider benefits for families and communities that last
for generations to come.

For more information:

www.unicef.org/education/early-childhoodeducation
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Accessible education for children
with disabilities in Cambodia

Background
An estimated 93 million children
worldwide live with disabilities. 54
Like all children, they have ambitions
and dreams for their futures. And like all
children, they need quality education to
develop and realise their full potential.

in school or have dropped out. The most
common reasons for this are concern for
the child’s safety (cited by 68% of parents
surveyed) and concern that the school
is not accessible for students with
disabilities (64% of parents surveyed). 56

Despite this, children with disabilities are
10 times less likely to attend school than
those without. 55 With limited access to
learning opportunities, children with
disabilities face lifelong disadvantages
for their inclusion in social, economic
and political life.

Krousar Thmey, which means
‘new family’ in the Khmer language,
is a non-governmental organisation in
Cambodia providing adapted education
for children with disabilities and projects
to prepare them for working life.
Krousar Thmey has created a network
of five special schools for children
with disabilities, developed local skills
in special and inclusive education,
and created specific teaching tools.

In Cambodia, according to parents
surveyed, 52% of children with
disabilities are either not enrolled
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Project Description
In 1994, Krousar Thmey launched its
education programme for children
with hearing or visual impairments.
This ongoing programme encompasses
five main activities:
1. 		 Krousar Thmey runs five special
schools, to provide quality education
adapted to the needs of children with
disabilities. Students attending
classes in one of the special schools
are also enrolled in public schools.
This model facilitates the social
integration of children in the public
education system and sends a strong
signal that they have the same
learning capabilities.
2. 		 Krousar Thmey helped to create
Khmer braille and now prints books
and publications in braille to improve
the quality of education for visually
impaired students.
3. 		 In 1997, Krousar Thmey developed
Cambodian sign language by
adapting American Sign Language
to the Cambodian context. In 2013,
Krousar Thmey co-founded the

Cambodian Sign Language
Committee to create a common
sign language and to produce
the resources necessary for its
dissemination throughout the
country, including through sign
language classes.
4. 		 Krousar Thmey trains specialised
teachers in the education of deaf
or blind children. Through these
trainings, teachers deepen their
knowledge of specific topics in
special education, revise their
disciplinary knowledge, improve
their command of sign language and
braille, and develop new educational
tools. Furthermore, new specialised
teachers are trained and then join
the special schools.
5. 		 Krousar Thmey provides academic
and career counselling for students
with visual or hearing impairments
to improve their chances to access
higher education, enrol in
professional training or find
job opportunities.
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Accessible education for children
with disabilities in Cambodia

Outcomes
Krousar Thmey’s special education programme benefits
800 children and young people with visual or hearing
impairments each year. In line with the organisation’s
founding philosophy and advocacy to involve local
authorities, the goal has always been to hand the
programme over to the Cambodian government.
This process began in 2011, when the teachers of the special
schools officially became civil servants of the Ministry of
Education, Youth and Sport. In 2014, the government
started covering the costs of running the Braille Workshop,
which produces learning equipment suitable for the blind.
It also took on the costs for the Sign Language Committee’s
activities, so that it could continue developing Cambodian
sign language. At the beginning of the 2018 school year,
the government took over the five special schools, along
with their 190 staff members.
Since 2019, Krousar Thmey has acted as a partner of the
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport and the National
Institute for Special Education to support teacher training,
awareness-raising activities, the creation of teaching
materials and the development of inclusive communication
technologies. The organisation is also in charge of
conducting biannual audits for three years to ensure
the sustainability of the programme, support educational
authorities in the management of the special schools,
and take stock of each school’s situation with regard to
the quality of educational services. Finally, Krousar Thmey
continues to support academic and career counselling of
deaf and blind students.
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Donor Opportunities
The project’s activities have been implemented in
partnership between Krousar Thmey and the National
Institute for Special Education since 2019. The goal is for the
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport to take full financial
responsibility for the academic and career counselling
project by 2025. It is currently being funded by one of
Krousar Thmey’s donors, but more support is needed to
sustain the programme prior to the government assuming
full financial responsibility in 2025.
With USD 84,800 per year, donors would support over
150 young people with visual or hearing impairments each
year. These funds would cover all academic and career
counselling activities, including academic and vocational
orientation, access to employment, individual and collective
counselling, visits to companies, universities and training
centres, awareness-raising activities, the creation of
resource centres, financial and material support to students,
as well as capacity building for the National Institute for
Special Education’s staff.

For more information:

www.krousar-thmey.org/en/
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Digital Education
in South Africa

Background
Digital technologies are fundamental to
almost everything we do today – from
gaining an education to searching for
employment and communicating with
friends and family. While use of the
internet and digital technologies has
grown rapidly over the past 20 years,
this progress has not been shared equally.
In fact, the world faces a growing ‘digital
divide’, with those who are disconnected
left out of basic opportunities for
education, employment and social
connection.
The digital divide is particularly visible in
South Africa, the most unequal country
in the world according to the Gini
coefficient, which measures income
distribution. 57 Here, only 68% of people
are connected to the internet, 58 and just
5% of schools offer computer science
lessons, with those that do based
primarily in affluent areas. 59
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Without access to digital technologies
or the internet, many children in South
Africa are on the wrong side of the digital
divide. As these children grow up and
enter the workforce, they will find
themselves without the basic digital
skills they need to find meaningful
employment.
Given that South Africa already has
a youth unemployment rate of 43%, 60
the country must be supported to make
a digital transition to provide
opportunities for the next generation.
To meet this urgent need, Africa Teen
Geeks, a non-profit organisation, is
training teachers in computer science
and running digital learning classes for
children across South Africa, especially
those in less affluent areas.

Project Description
Since its inception in 2014, Africa Teen
Geeks has grown to become the largest
computer science non-profit organisation
in Africa. Its mission is to eliminate the
barriers faced by disadvantaged
communities in pursuing an education
or career in science, technology,
engineering and mathematics (STEM).
Through strategic partnerships with the
University of South Africa and South
Africa’s Department of Basic Education,
Africa Teen Geeks is well-equipped to
bring this mission to reality.
Training teachers and resourcing
schools – Recognising that there are
significant barriers for many schools to
deliver digital education classes, Africa
Teen Geeks has a strong focus on training
teachers and resourcing schools. This
work is done with the government of
South Africa to help bring the STEM
curriculum – including computer science,
coding and robotics – into all classrooms.
STEM Digital School – In addition to
supporting schools with the resources
and skills they need to teach the STEM

curriculum, it is essential that quality
content is available. Through the STEM
Digital School, Africa Teen Geeks has
created over 6,000 free video lessons
on subjects including app development,
coding and robotics. The STEM Digital
School is also responsible for creating
the first African block-based coding
platform, which uses a simple ‘drag and
drop’ interface to teach children how to
build scripts from pre-made ‘blocks’ of
code. The platform includes tutorials
for both learners and teachers to help
ensure that every African school can
teach coding.
Girl Geek Summit – Girls are
consistently underrepresented among
top performers in STEM subjects.
To address this disparity, Africa Teen
Geeks runs the Girl Geek Summit,
an event which exposes girls from
disadvantaged backgrounds to female
leaders within STEM. By meeting these
role models, girls can be inspired to work
in STEM and gain an understanding of
what it takes to pursue these careers.
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Digital Education
in South Africa

Outcomes
Africa Teen Geeks has had a significant impact on
improving exposure to computer science in South Africa.
At its first event in 2015, the organisation introduced
12,500 children to computer science, 98% of whom had
never used a computer before.
While Africa Teen Geeks continues to reach children
through events such as Girls Geek Summit, its widest impact
is made through its teacher training work, collaboration
with the government of South Africa, and creation of
learning resources.
So far, Africa Teen Geeks has trained over 800 teachers.
Now, as a new coding and robotics curriculum, developed by
Africa Teen Geeks and the Department of Basic Education,
is rolled out in 1,200 schools, there is an opportunity to train
even more teachers. Once more teachers are trained to
deliver this new curriculum, it can be scaled up nationally,
bringing digital education to all children in South Africa,
regardless of their socio-economic status.
The STEM Digital School has also enabled Africa Teen
Geeks to reach a considerable number of learners. So far,
over 500,000 people have participated in online Zoom
classes and its free video lessons on YouTube have been
viewed over 1 million times.
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Donor Opportunities
With a donation of USD 158,000, Africa
Teen Geeks can train 2,100 teachers in
disadvantaged and rural areas to deliver
computer science lessons. That works
out to just USD 75 per teacher.
As Africa Teen Geeks continues to
expand its offering of online classes
through the STEM Digital School,
a donation of USD 400,000 can roll
out coding and robotics classes to
reach 1 million learners.
Finally, with a donation of
USD 1,000,000, Africa Teen Geeks

can build coding and robotics labs
in 72 schools (roughly USD 14,000
per school), providing students with
the equipment they need to learn
these key digital skills first-hand.

For more information:

www.africateengeeks.co.za/
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child protection
Every day, children all over the world face violence, exploitation
and abuse. This can take many different forms. Some children are
caught up in violent conflicts. Some are exploited for child labour.
And some are abused by the very people who are there to protect
them, such as their teachers or family members.
No matter what form they take, violence, exploitation and abuse
have devastating impacts on children and on the wider community.
When children live in safe environments, they can grow up to become
responsible and active citizens. But when they suffer violence,
exploitation and abuse, children struggle to develop the social skills
and education they need to become supportive members of the
community. In fact, the social burden and economic impact of
violence against children can be equivalent to as much as 5%
of a country’s GDP. 61
Child protection should start from the moment a child is born.
But today, a quarter of the world’s children under five do not officially
exist according to government records. 62 These are children who
never received a birth certificate, either due to cost or other barriers to
reaching registration services. Without a legal identity, these children
are invisible to their governments. This leaves them vulnerable to
missing out on the protections provided by health, education and
social services. Unable to prove their date of birth, these children are
exposed to age-related risks, such as child labour or early marriage.
While birth registration is key to ensuring children’s safety from the
start, protection services remain vital throughout childhood. Once
they enter school, children need protection from violence. At present,
nearly 720 million school-aged children are not fully protected by law
from corporal punishment in the classroom, and two thirds of children
globally say they are worried about violence in school. 63 Once a child
reaches adolescence, the risk of violence can escalate further. In fact,
every seven minutes, somewhere in the world, an adolescent is killed
by an act of violence. 64
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Protecting children from violence, exploitation and abuse is a serious
challenge. It cannot be solved by airlifting supplies to areas in need.
Rather, it requires systemic change. This means collaborating
with governments to strengthen child protection laws and policies.
It means reaching out to parents, teachers and communities to
improve their knowledge of harmful practices, such as corporal
punishment or child marriage. And it means engaging directly with
children, helping them to overcome the challenges they have faced
and empowering them to protect themselves in the future.
Increased funding for child protection is a particularly urgent need
today, with several recent trends putting children at greater risk.
One of these trends is the increasing prevalence of protracted
conflicts. Today, one in six children lives in a conflict zone, 65 and
thousands of children as young as eight have been recruited by armed
forces. 66 Conflict is also a main driver for people being displaced from
their homes. Today, 82.4 million people are displaced, more than
double the amount recorded 20 years ago. 67 42% of these displaced
people are children. 68 When children are forced from their homes,
they may be separated from their families, putting them at risk of
trafficking, child labour, early marriage or exploitation by armed
groups. Even if they reach relative safety by crossing borders, children
may be confined to detention centres or face discrimination due to
language or cultural barriers.
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Another recent trend that is putting children at risk is
the increasing prevalence of digital technology. Around
the world today, a child goes online for the first time every
half second. 69 While growing up online offers children
significant opportunities to learn and broaden their
horizons, it also brings serious risks. More than a third of
young people in 30 countries report being bullied online,
with one in five skipping school because of it. 70 Even more
alarming, some 80% of children in 25 countries report
feeling in danger of sexual abuse or exploitation online. 71
As the world continues to undergo rapid change, funding
for child protection services must keep up with this pace.
The following case studies give concrete examples of how
donors can support some of the most pressing child
protection priorities today.

Birth registration
in Nigeria

Background
Every child has the right to a legal
identity. Yet, a quarter of children under
five do not officially exist. 72 These
children are deprived of birth certificates,
their first legal proof of identity. Often,
their parents cannot afford to travel to
birth registration centres, or they simply
do not understand the consequences
of not registering their children.
Unfortunately, the consequences can last
a lifetime. Children without an official
identity miss out on key services such as
health care and education. They also face
challenges later in life in opening bank
accounts, registering to vote and entering
the job market. Without proof of their
age, unregistered children also risk being
recruited into armed forces or exploited
for early marriage or child labour.
Low birth registration rates have an
impact beyond the individual child.
When a large proportion of its citizens
are invisible to the system, a government

Donor’s Guide to Children and Youth

46.

cannot make informed decisions
about resource allocation. As a result,
low birth registration is one of
the greatest barriers to progress
and development in low-income and
middle-income countries.
This problem is particularly severe
in Africa, which is home to 57% of the
world’s unregistered children. 73 Despite
having the most significant population
growth of any region of the world, Africa
has the lowest birth registration rates.
If progress is not accelerated, the number
of unregistered children in Africa will
exceed 100 million by 2030. 74
In response to this crisis, a series of birth
registration projects are taking place in
countries across the continent. One of
the most significant of these is in Nigeria,
the most populous country in Africa and
a nation in which more than half of
children born today go unregistered. 75

Project Description
To tackle the challenge of birth
registration in Nigeria, a project is being
implemented by a group of partners.
This project is structured around three
strategic pillars.
Innovation – The project supports
a shift from paper-based to digital birth
registration to improve collection and
centralisation of data. This digital shift
can enable families in rural and remote
communities to register their children
using SMS platforms on their mobile
phones – an effective approach in Nigeria,
where mobile phone ownership is high. 76
Interconnection – By bringing birth
registration records into a digital format,
the project creates opportunities to use
the data in an interconnected way.
For instance, when the government has
good records on the number of children
in specific areas, it can make betterinformed plans for immunisation
and education.

Creating sustainable change at the
national level requires collaboration.
Therefore, the project is implemented
by a large group of partners, including:

 Government agencies, such as the
National Population Commission
 Mobile network operators, to support
SMS-based birth registration
 Financial institutions, to support
with financial incentives
 International experts, such as UNICEF
 Large non-governmental organisations,
such as Plan International, which helped
introduce digitised birth registration
 Small non-governmental
organisations, such as the SOAR
Initiative, to support community
engagement for birth registration.

Incentives – Technology alone is not
enough to achieve universal birth
registration. A shift in attitudes and
behaviours must also take place. The
project provides incentives for parents to
register their children, such as financial
grants or mobile data, to catalyse
behaviour change.
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Birth registration
in Nigeria

Outcomes

Donor Opportunities

Collaborative interventions, such as
this group project in Nigeria, can
have a dramatic impact on birth
registration rates.

It takes around USD 4,500,000 to fund
the birth registration partnership in
Nigeria annually. There are also
opportunities to fund some new activities
for birth registration in the country.
For instance, with a donation of
USD 1,000,000 the partnership can
test a block chain system for tracking
the birth registration and vaccination
of children.

Thanks to projects like this, the West
and Central African region has seen
registration rates for children under
five increase from 45% to 53% over
three years – equivalent to an additional
8.6 million children registered. 77
In Nigeria, the birth registration rate
for children under five increased from
30% to 43% between 2013 and 2018. 78
Despite this progress, significant
acceleration is needed to achieve
universal birth registration in the
region by 2030 – a target set by the
United Nations as part of its global
Sustainable Development Goals. 79 To
meet this target, registration rates must
double or triple in Nigeria and across the
region to reach an estimated 22.4 million
children under one by 2030. 80

Donor’s Guide to Children and Youth

48.

Donors can also support birth
registration initiatives in other countries
across the region. The annual
programme in Senegal costs around
USD 1,000,000 and the annual
programme in Equatorial Guinea
costs around USD 200,000.

For more information:

www.unicef.org/wca/birthregistration

Donor’s Guide to Children and Youth

49.

Reducing violence in schools
in Uganda

Background
In Uganda, violence against and among children is
widespread, with 59% of girls and 68% of boys aged 18-24
experiencing physical violence in childhood, 81 and one in
three school children reporting peer-to-peer bullying. 82
Although prohibited, corporal punishment is often used
in Ugandan schools, with 93% of boys and 94% of girls
experiencing physical abuse by school staff in certain
locations. 83
In refugee settings, disrupted households and community
structures increase children’s exposure to multiple forms
of violence. 84 The Adjumani district in northern Uganda,
home to some 230,000 refugees, 85 experiences high rates
of gender-based violence, with around 10 cases reported
almost every day. The negative consequences of COVID-19,
including school closures, have aggravated the protection
situation for children, increasing their risk of exposure
to violence, neglect and emotional distress. 86
Right To Play, an international non-profit organisation, is
implementing a project to address the protection challenges
children face in Uganda. Specifically, Right To Play is using
a ‘play-based approach’ to improve safety for children at
schools in refugee settlements.
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Project Description
The first phase of the project,
implemented with the support of the
Global Partnership to End Violence
against Children, aimed to improve
safety in schools for 8,100 children aged
11-18 in four refugee settlements in the
Adjumani district in northern Uganda.

strengthen school systems, enhance
the capacity of teachers and students
to improve prevention and response to
violence against children in schools,
and engage with communities to shift
social norms and change behaviour
towards child protection and rights.

The project followed a play-based
approach to violence in schools,
considering children’s complex
psychological, physical, social and
emotional needs, as well as their social
and cultural realities. Through the
project, Right To Play was able to

The project took a collaborative
approach, with teachers, the school
leadership, government officials, parents,
and local child protection actors such
as Child Protection Committee
members participating.
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Reducing violence in schools
in Uganda

Outcomes
The project led to an overall reduction of violence against
children and their improved feeling of safety in schools
and communities. The project also had a significant impact
on the wider community.
Teachers – Bringing improved teaching practices into
the classroom led to a reduction in corporal punishment.
This improved relations between students and teachers,
with students feeling more confident in interacting with
teachers without fear of punishment and acknowledging
teachers as trusted authorities to report cases of abuse.
Parents – Parents benefited from knowledge of their
obligations and responsibilities, such as refraining from
corporal punishment and giving meaningful advice to
children, including sexual education and protection
against violations of their rights. Children, in turn,
felt more willing to report cases of abuse to their parents.
Refugee and host communities – The project enabled
an improvement in cross-cultural socialisation between
children from refugee communities and those from host
communities. Children’s participation in school activities,
irrespective of tribal orientation, increased.
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Donor Opportunities
Following a successful first project phase,
Right To Play is now building a second
phase to strengthen and draw on the
achievements made so far. It will address
the unmet needs of children with
disabilities in schools, often victims
of peer violence; support more out-ofschool children to return to the
classroom; and strengthen local
leadership structures to improve their
ability to handle cases of violence in the
community. To gradually incorporate
the training modules into the school
curriculum, the project will increase
engagement with government officials,
ensuring that teachers and other
educational staff continue receiving the
trainings. Finally, to enhance the overall
project impact, the second phase will
increase the target of teachers trained
per school.

A donation of USD 700,000 to the
second phase of the project would help
Right To Play to reinforce child protection
mechanisms and key stakeholders’
capacity to prevent and respond to
violence against children, both in the
community and in the 33 project schools.

For more information:

www.righttoplay.com
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Protecting child rights
in urban Brazil

Background
In 2007, the world officially became
a majority urban planet for the first time
in human history. 87 Even after this
milestone was reached, the global urban
population has continued to grow by
some 80 million people per year. 88
Based on current trends, 68% of the
global population, or 6.7 billion people,
will live in urban areas by 2050. 89
While urbanisation has many benefits,
it also brings challenges. Data show that
on average, compared to their rural
peers, urban children have better access
to services such as health care, education,
water and sanitation. But a closer look at
the evidence suggests that not all urban
children are benefiting equally. In fact,
the poorest urban children are at a
considerable disadvantage, and can even
be worse off than their rural peers. 90
This inequality is a particular problem in
Brazil, where rapid urban growth has led
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to high levels of poverty and social
exclusion, physically manifested in
favelas (slums). In Rio de Janeiro, some
22% of the urban population lives in
favelas, while in the northern regions of
Brazil, only a quarter of urban residents
have sewage, waste collection and
piped water. 91
This exclusionary urban planning has
a high social cost, creating marginalised
areas and deepening inequality. The
impact on children and young people
is evident in Brazil’s homicide rate for
children and teenagers, which is the
third highest in the world, 92 as well
as its teenage pregnancy rates,
which are higher than global and
regional averages. 93
This case study presents two UNICEF
programmes in Brazil which are
protecting the rights of children and
reducing inequalities in urban areas.

Project Description
The UNICEF Municipal Seal of
Approval – Since 1998, this programme
has been supporting urban municipalities
in Brazil to make progress on children’s
rights. UNICEF provides guidance,
training workshops and technical
assistance to participating municipalities,
helping them to strengthen policies to
ensure children’s rights are met.
The programme runs on a four-year cycle,
and participating municipalities which
achieve significant improvements among
key child rights indicators during this
period are awarded the UNICEF
Municipal Seal of Approval. To achieve
Seal certification, the municipalities must
also form local adolescent citizenship
groups to facilitate the participation of
young people in decision-making.

Platform for Urban Centres – This
programme was launched in 2008 to
reduce disparities in access to services in
large cities, and to address high levels of
violence and exclusion experienced by
adolescents in deprived urban areas.
The Platform for Urban Centres differs
from the UNICEF Seal, as it does not
follow a certification model. This enables
each participating city to implement the
programme differently, reflecting the
diverse needs and capacities within each
local area. In this way, the Platform for
Urban Centres takes a focused approach
on context-specific problems, such as
youth violence, while the UNICEF Seal
takes a broader approach to promote
children’s rights at scale.
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Protecting child rights
in urban Brazil

Outcomes
The UNICEF Municipal Seal of Approval –
The first iteration of the UNICEF Seal, in 1998, reached
170 municipalities across Brazil. Today, it reaches
1,924 municipalities. In the Semi-Arid and Amazon Legal
regions, key target areas for the programme, 85% and
80% of municipalities participate, respectively. All of
this has a measurable impact on children. Among key
child rights indicators, municipalities in the Semi-Arid and
Amazon Legal regions with UNICEF Seal certification
perform better than those without. Even among
municipalities that participate in the programme but do
not receive the UNICEF Seal, results are better than the
Brazilian average in 60% of child rights indicators. 94
Platform for Urban Centres – In 2008, the programme
was launched in three cities. It now operates in 10 cities,
covering 9 million children. Participating cities have seen
declines in rates of neonatal mortality, teen pregnancy and
school dropout. However, reducing youth violence remains
a challenge, and more funding is needed to make progress
on this significant child protection issue. 95
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Donor Opportunities
The UNICEF Seal and the Platform for Urban Centres
are among the largest and longest-running UNICEF
programmes in Brazil. With ongoing support from
philanthropists, the programmes can continue to embed
a child rights focus in urban policymaking and planning,
reducing inequalities and protecting children from harm.
As the programmes focus on enabling local governments
and communities to make changes for themselves, they offer
donors the opportunity to make a significant impact. It costs
USD 1,000,000 annually to run the entire UNICEF Seal
programme. These costs support UNICEF’s guidance,
training workshops and technical assistance work.
Likewise, the Platform for Urban Centres programme
costs USD 300,000 annually. The costs support UNICEF’s
research, coordination and advocacy work to help cities
identify key problems and work with partners to develop
solutions.

For more information:

www.selounicef.org.br/
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Social support for children separated
from their families in Switzerland

Background
Today, 1% of the world’s population, or
82.4 million people, are displaced from
their homes. 96 Many have been forced
from their homes by conflict and some
have been displaced by natural disasters,
while others have fled persecution.
Furthermore, there is an increasing
number of people migrating for economic
and social reasons. In fact, the number of
migrants globally has increased from 153
million in 1990 to 281 million in 2020. 97
Amidst all this movement, children
are particularly vulnerable. They face
numerous challenges in transit, at their
destination and upon return, often
because they have few – or no – options
to move through safe and regular
pathways. They may be separated from
their families, forced into child labour,
pressed into early marriage, exposed
to smuggling, subjected to human
trafficking, or put at risk of violence
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and exploitation. They often miss out on
education and health care, and struggle
with language and cultural differences
in the communities they arrive in.
All these difficulties can have lasting
physical and psychological effects,
preventing children from reaching
their full potential.
In 2018, Païdos, an association that helps
children in Geneva, Switzerland, realised
that the city was home to an increasing
number of unaccompanied children
in vulnerable situations. In response,
Païdos launched a pilot project to provide
them with emergency care. Called CAP,
this project seeks to protect and support
unaccompanied children by taking rapid
action against marginalising factors
that can lead them to fall into illegal and
harmful activities, such as prostitution
or drug abuse.

Project description
The CAP project is aimed at
unaccompanied minors aged 15-18
who are separated from any parental
authority figure and who lack legal status
in Switzerland. All the children are
referred to Païdos by the Geneva Child
Protection Service and are housed in
shelters or hotels.
These minors, for the most part of North
and West African origin, have generally
fled particularly difficult family and
social situations, and often come from
precarious backgrounds. In addition
to their difficult life experiences, they
have also experienced often traumatic
migratory journeys and a state of
rootlessness in Europe, marked by
dramatic experiences such as human
trafficking, illegal networks and social
exclusion.
The CAP project aims to support these
children and protect them from risks
of marginalisation, such as networks of
crime, drug trafficking and prostitution.
The project also aims to help children
return to schooling, access health care
and build positive futures in which they
are socially integrated in the community.

To achieve these aims, the CAP project
uses an active and caring listening
approach. The children are given
opportunities to share – or not – their
experiences in a safe environment.
At their own pace, children can open up
about the challenges they have faced and
their complex feelings. For most of them,
it is the first time that they have spoken
to a psychologist. The teenagers testify,
sharing their experiences to feel “less
alone,” to “free their minds” and to
“empty their hearts.” Gradually, a
relationship of confidence is established.
This space and time, different from their
survival mode, allows them to discover
themselves in a new light and to see
their potential.
The CAP project also gives children
a chance to participate in a wide range of
workshops, including French language
classes, cooking sessions, group meals,
art classes, sports activities, cultural
exchanges and support groups. These
workshops not only help the children to
gain valuable skills, but also give them an
opportunity to take part in positive social
interactions, helping them to integrate
into society.
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Social support for children separated
from their families in Switzerland

Outcomes

Donor Opportunities

Since its inception in 2018, the
CAP project has worked with
201 unaccompanied minors.

Support from private donors allows Païdos
to ensure that the CAP project functions
well, and to provide high-quality
educational and psychological support
adapted to the needs of unaccompanied
minors. Annual support of USD 72,000
covers the project’s budget, which
corresponds to an expenditure of
USD 120 per adolescent per week.

All of CAP’s beneficiaries arrive in
“survival mode” – they often abuse
medications or alcohol, have difficulty
adapting to schedules and oversight,
and can easily return to their risky
behaviours. During the programme,
the children become more and more
receptive to learning and psychological
help, and the relationship of confidence
gets stronger by the day. The “Païdos
family”, as the teenagers often refer
to it, becomes an ever more meaningful
concept.

To further develop and strengthen the
therapeutic and psychological support
needed for unaccompanied minors in
distress, Païdos is looking to increase the
availability of its in-house psychologists.
The cost of doing so is USD 39,000
per year.

For more information:

https://paidos.org/nos-actions/cap/
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conclusion
In recent decades, the world has seen sustained progress across
all measures of human development in virtually every country
(see Figure 1). Projects like the ones featured in this donor guide
have played a critical role in this transformative change.
But now, the long-term impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic threaten
to reverse this progress. 98 Health service disruptions caused by
the pandemic have created a backlog of at least 23 million children
who have missed out on routine vaccines against deadly diseases,
such as measles. 99 Likewise, school closures have set 168 million
schoolchildren back almost an entire year in their
education. 100An estimated 140 million children could fall below
the poverty line due to the ongoing impacts of the pandemic. 101
On top of this, the world also faces challenges from climate change
and protracted conflicts.
We now stand at a crossroads for global development. But with over
40% of the world’s population under the age of 25, 102 we have an
opportunity to set the world back on the path to progress, by making
sound investments in children and young people.
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The path ahead
In 2015, the world came together to agree on an ambitious vision for
the future set out in 17 Sustainable Development Goals (see Figure 2).
These global goals were adopted by all United Nations Member States
with an aim to end poverty, reduce inequality and build more
peaceful, prosperous societies by 2030. Although global progress
towards reaching the Sustainable Development Goals has been tested
by unexpected challenges, such as the COVID-19 pandemic, they
remain our clearest and most strategic path forwards – for children
and for the world.

Figure 1: Graph showing global progress in selected countries as measured
by the UN Human Development Index 103
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Figure 2: The 17 Sustainable Development Goals

But the Sustainable Development Goals
are not just a means for helping children.
They are also a set of goals that cannot be
achieved without children. Despite all
the progress we have made, we are
currently behind schedule for reaching
the Sustainable Development Goals by
2030. 104 Securing children’s basic needs
and rights is one of the best ways to get
back on track and achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals on time, for the
benefit of all people and the planet.
The case for investing in children is clear.
By supporting child-focused work within
the Sustainable Development Goals
framework, we can build a generation
that is healthier, better educated and

better protected. These young people
will then be better equipped to engage in
social issues and to develop innovative
new solutions to the world’s problems,
feeding back into accelerated progress
on the rest of the Sustainable
Development Goals.
We are already seeing the extraordinary
power of youth social engagement to
influence positive change on a global
scale. In recent years, young activists
have played a crucial role in shaping the
climate agenda. But there are still too
many youth voices that are not as widely
heard on other issues, such as mental
health and violence against children.
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The path ahead
The power of innovative new ideas to reshape
the future is also clear. Such ideas will have
to come from the next generation of young
people, who will only be able to provide them
if they have the health care, education and
protection they need to reach their full
potential.

As we move closer to 2030, the need for
philanthropists to step forward is becoming
ever greater to enable us to reach the
Sustainable Development Goals on time.
Doing so is critical to all children’s basic
needs and rights, and to reimagining
a better future.

The time for philanthropists to act is now.
If funding is strategically used to support the
largest generation of young people in history,
then the potential for global progress is
unlimited.

The cost of this global transformation
will be high. But the cost of inaction will be
even higher.
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How can philanthropists channel resources?
For philanthropists interested in
contributing to the Sustainable
Development Goals by funding
programmes for children, there are
clear social returns on their donations.
For instance, within child health, every
USD 1 directed towards immunisation
saves USD 16 in health care costs, lost
wages and lost productivity. 105
Within education, annual contributions
of just USD 23 per secondary school
student can generate benefits worth
12 times as much. 106 Within child
protection, interventions to reduce
child marriage costing less than USD 4
per person annually can generate a
sixfold social return. 107
While funds are critical for advancing
progress for children and the Sustainable
Development Goals, philanthropists
themselves have a unique power to
maximise impact with their funding
and work in a targeted way in support of
publicly-funded interventions. In fact,
philanthropy can have a particular value
in four distinct ways.

1. 		 Innovation – As philanthropists have
greater freedom than governments
or large organisations to direct their
finances, they can catalyse new and
innovative approaches that may be
high-risk, but also have the potential
for transformative change.
Philanthropists can support projects
at any stage, from the seed of a good
idea to a full-grown initiative.
Thus, philanthropic gifts can give
innovative ideas, such as oxygen
therapy (see page 18), the time and
resources they need to grow, enabling
a bridge from vision to reality.
2. 		 Co-financing – Philanthropic support
can be key to unlocking co-financing
or finalising projects. For instance, the
education programme in Cambodia
(see page 34) is gradually moving to a
government-funded model, but needs
co-financing from philanthropists
during this transition. Creating or
joining co-funded projects enables
philanthropists to achieve larger goals,
maximising impact for everyone.
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How can philanthropists channel resources?
3. 		 Underfunded areas – Philanthropic giving can be a pivotal way
to support less widely considered, yet no less important, efforts.
Birth registration, for example, is critical for ensuring children’s
access to health care, education and many other services
(see page 46). That said, it rarely attracts attention from traditional
donors. This creates the opportunity for philanthropists to make
a major impact, by supporting an underfunded area of work.
Through their funding, philanthropists can also help raise
awareness, catalysing financial contributions from others
as well as influencing governmental change.
4. 		 Flexible funds – Finally, and most importantly, philanthropists
can provide organisations with funds that can be used with
minimal restrictions. These flexible funds are critical, giving
children’s organisations the agency to use their own expertise
to direct resources where the need is greatest and where funding
shortfalls are highest. Flexible funds also enable organisations
to be agile and respond rapidly when a situation suddenly changes,
as in the case of the COVID-19 pandemic. Providing flexible
and unrestricted donations is the best way for philanthropists
to have an impact for children.
Philanthropists have a unique power to shape the future. At this
singular moment in history – in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic,
with a boom in the youth demographic and only a few years to get
the Sustainable Development Goals back on track – the power of
philanthropy is critically needed. With the right support, we can
realise the basic needs and rights of every child, and reimagine
a better future for subsequent generations.
We hope that this donor guide has offered you some inspiration on
how you can make a difference for the world’s children. In addition
to noting all the facts and data cited in this guide, it is important to
remember that behind every number is an individual child whose life
can be changed forever with your support. We hope you will continue
to explore more of the work of the organisations featured in this guide
and take action to support their efforts for children.
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Next steps with Lombard Odier Philanthropy Services
You may feel overwhelmed by all the options, but we are here to discuss your aspirations
and help guide and connect you with the relevant partners. Based on our expertise in
advising clients who wish to make a meaningful contribution to realising every child's
right to health, education and protection, we at Lombard Odier Philanthropy Services
recommend you take these steps:
 Define your philanthropic objectives - set your priorities in terms of topic, but also
geographic scope, mode of intervention and impact. This will help you find the niche
that is relevant to you and the targeted issue.
 Develop your giving strategy - in this field, as in many, no donation is too small.
Decide if you wish to help strengthen the means of action (capacity building); focus
on providing more care, research or services; or promote their outcomes.
 Marry passion with power of data - try to balance the passion you feel for the cause
with a data-based approach. It will help you select the right programme or project.
 Collaborate and co-finance - remember that in the case of children and youth, joining
forces with others and co-financing are crucial. Seek interactions with existing funders
platforms.
 Share learning and achievements - share what you learn with other like-minded
donors and learn from them. Your advisor can help widen your circle of contacts in
conservation circles or elsewhere.
 Asset management strategy - if in charge of a grant-making foundation, whether
focused on children or not, discuss with your Board the opportunity to invest the capital
in companies or funds that adopt child or Sustainable Development Goals-centered
approaches.
Philanthropy Services | +41 22 709 99 40 | philanthropy@lombardodier.com
www.lombardodier.com/philanthropy

UNICEF is the world’s largest children’s organisation, an agency
of the United Nations, and 100% voluntarily funded. Mandated
at the highest levels, UNICEF ensures that children and adolescents
are healthy, educated and protected. We have a presence in over
190 countries and territories, working during times of peace and stability and when
emergencies strike. We partner with national governments and local communities,
other UN agencies and non-governmental organisations, and the public and private
sectors to achieve our mission to create a better future for children and adolescents.

Donor’s Guide to Children and Youth

70.

Notes and references
1

World Bank Data (2020). "Population ages 0-14, total."
Accessed 30 July 2021 at https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.0014.TO

2

UNICEF (2020). "UNICEF to lead procurement and supply of COVID-19 vaccines in world’s largest and fastest ever
operation of its kind." 3 September.
Accessed on 30 July 2021 at https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-lead-procurement-and-supply-covid-19vaccines-worlds-largest-and-fastest-ever

3

UNICEF Supply (2021). "Vaccines."
Accessed 30 July 2021 at https://www.unicef.org/supply/vaccines

4

Lombard Odier (2018). A Donor’s Guide to Cancer. Geneva: Lombard Odier.

5

Lombard Odier (2020). A Donor’s Guide to the Environment. Geneva: Lombard Odier.

6

Carbon Brief (2021). "Mapped: How climate change affects extreme weather around the world." 25 February.
Accessed on 30 July 2021 at https://www.carbonbrief.org/mapped-how-climate-change-affects-extreme-weather-aroundthe-world

7

UNHCR (2021). "Figures at a Glance."
Accessed on 30 July 2021 at https://www.unhcr.org/figures-at-a-glance.html

8

World Bank Blogs (2021). " Updated estimates of the impact of COVID-19 on global poverty: Turning the corner on the
pandemic in 2021?" 24 June.
Accessed on 30 July 2021 at https://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/updated-estimates-impact-covid-19-global-povertyturning-corner-pandemic-2021

9

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (2021). "Our Progress Against Polio." 19 March.
Accessed on 30 July 2021 at https://www.cdc.gov/polio/progress/index.htm

10

World Bank Data (2020). "Literacy rate, youth total (% of people ages 15-24)."
Accessed 30 July 2021 at https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SE.ADT.1524.LT.ZS

11

International Labour Organization (2021). "2021: International Year for the Elimination of Child Labour." 15 January.
Accessed on 30 July 2021 at https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_766351/lang--en/index.htm

12

World Health Organization (2020). "Poliomyelitis Global annual reported cases and Pol3 coverage 1980-2019." 23 July.
Accessed on 30 July 2021 at https://www.who.int/immunization/monitoring_surveillance/burden/vpd/surveillance_type/
active/polio_coverage_2019.jpg?ua=1

13

UNICEF UK (2019). "A Summary of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child."
Accessed on 30 July at https://downloads.unicef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/UNCRC_summary-1_1.pdf

14

Verisk Maplecroft (2020). "Child labour risks increase in 23 countries – forecast to worsen." 12 June.
Accessed on 30 July 2021 at https://www.maplecroft.com/insights/analysis/child-labour-risks-increase-in-over-10-of-countries/

15

UNICEF Connect (2020). "The time for a child mental health revolution is now." 8 October.
Accessed on 30 July 2021 at https://blogs.unicef.org/blog/time-for-child-mental-health-revolution-now/

16

World Food Programme (no date). "Nutrition."
Accessed on 3 August 2021 at https://www.wfp.org/nutrition

17

International Telecommunication Union (2020). "Measuring digital development: Facts and figures 2020."
Accessed on 3 August 2021 at https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Pages/facts/default.aspx

18

Joint Monitoring Programme for Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene (2019).
Accessed on 3 August 2021 at https://washdata.org/data/school#!/

19

UNICEF (2019). "UNICEF poll: More than a third of young people in 30 countries report being a victim of online bullying."
3 September.
Accessed on 3 August 2021 at https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-poll-more-third-young-people-30-countriesreport-being-victim-online-bullying

20

World Bank Data (2020). "Population ages 0-14, total"
Accessed 30 July 2021 at https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.0014.TO

21

World Bank Data (2019). "Mortality rate, under-5 (per 1,000 live births)"
Accessed 30 July 2021 at https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.DYN.MORT

22

World Health Organization (2020). "Children: improving survival and well-being." 8 September.
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/children-reducing-mortality

23

World Health Organization (2020). "Immunization coverage" 15 July.
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.who.int/en/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/immunization-coverage

24

Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance (2020). "DRC's solar revolution."
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/drcs-solar-revolution

Donor’s Guide to Children and Youth

71.

25

World Health Organization (2021). "Immunization services begin slow recovery from COVID-19 disruptions, though
millions of children remain at risk from deadly diseases – WHO, UNICEF, Gavi." 26 April.
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.who.int/news/item/26-04-2021-immunization-services-begin-slow-recoveryfrom-covid-19-disruptions-though-millions-of-children-remain-at-risk-from-deadly-diseases-who-unicef-gavi

26

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (2019). "Growing at a slower pace, world population is expected
to reach 9.7 billion in 2050 and could peak at nearly 11 billion around 2100." 17 June.
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/population/world-populationprospects-2019.html

27

Young Minds (2020). "Coronavirus: Impact on young people with mental health needs Survey 2: Summer 2020."
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://youngminds.org.uk/media/3904/coronavirus-report-summer-2020-final.pdf

28

Save the Children UK (2020). "Malnutrition, air pollution and lack of access to vaccines and antibiotics among the drivers of
preventable deaths from pneumonia." 29 January.
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/news/media-centre/press-releases/pneumonia-9million-children-could-die-in-decade-unless-world-acts

29

World Bank Data (2019). "Maternal mortality ratio (modeled estimate, per 100,000 live births) - Bangladesh."
Accessed on 3 August 2021 at https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.STA.MMRT?locations=BD

30

World Bank Data (2019). "Mortality rate, infant (per 1,000 live births) - Bangladesh."
Accessed on 3 August 2021 at https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.IMRT.IN?locations=BD

31

World Bank Data (2019). "Maternal mortality ratio (modeled estimate, per 100,000 live births) - Bangladesh, Norway."
Accessed 3 August 2021 at https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.STA.MMRT?locations=BD-NO

32

World Bank Data (2019). "Mortality rate, infant (per 1,000 live births) - Bangladesh, Norway."
Accessed 3 August 2021 at https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.IMRT.IN?locations=BD-NO

33

Perkins, Janet E et al. "Opting for home birth in rural Bangladesh: An assessment of the current status and reasons."
Birth (Berkeley, Calif.) vol. 46,2 (2019): 362-370.
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30379351/

34

Save the Children UK (2020). "Malnutrition, air pollution and lack of access to vaccines and antibiotics among the drivers of
preventable deaths from pneumonia." 29 January.
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/news/media-centre/press-releases/pneumonia-9million-children-could-die-in-decade-unless-world-acts

35

UNICEF (2020). "World Mental Health Day 2020."
Accessed on 16 July 2021 at https://www.unicef.org/malawi/media/3856/file/World%20Mental%20Health%20Day.pdf

36

World Health Organization (2020). "Adolescent Mental Health." 28 September.
Accessed on 30 July 2021 at https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/adolescent-mental-health

37

UNICEF (2020). "World Mental Health Day 2020."
Accessed on 16 July 2021 at https://www.unicef.org/malawi/media/3856/file/World%20Mental%20Health%20Day.pdf

38

Ibid.

39

Pan American Health Organization (2017). "Adolescent and Youth Health - 2017 Country Profile, Argentina."
Accessed on 16 July 2021 at https://www.paho.org/adolescent-health-report-2018/images/profiles/Argentina-PAHO%20
Adolescents%20and%20Youth%20Health%20Country%20Profile%20V5.0.pdf

40

Ibid.

41

Argentina Ministry of Health and Social Development (2018). "Encuesta Mundial de Salud Escolar."
Accessed on 16 July 2021 at https://bancos.salud.gob.ar/sites/default/files/2020-01/encuesta-mundial-salud-escolar-2018.pdf

42

UNESCO (2018). "One in every five children, adolescents and youth is out of school worldwide." 28 February.
Accessed on 3 August 2021 at https://en.unesco.org/news/one-every-five-children-adolescents-and-youth-out-school-worldwide

43

UNICEF (2020). "UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore's remarks at a press conference on new updated guidance on
school-related public health measures in the context of COVID-19." 15 September.
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fores-remarkspress-conference-new-updated

44

UNICEF (2020). "Two thirds of the world’s school-age children have no internet access at home, new UNICEF-ITU report
says." 30 November.
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/two-thirds-worlds-school-age-children-have-nointernet-access-home-new-unicef-itu

45

UNICEF (2020). "Reimagine Education."
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.unicef.org/media/87286/file/Reimagine%20Education%20Brochure-2020.pdf

Donor’s Guide to Children and Youth

72.

Notes and references
46

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. "Better data, Better Education."
Accessed on 3 August 2021 at https://www.un.org/en/desa/better-data-better-education

47

Amazon Web Services (2021). "Unlocking APAC’s Digital Potential: Changing Digital Skill Needs and Policy Approaches."
25 February.
Accessed 21 June 2021 at https://aws.amazon.com/blogs/publicsector/new-report-asia-pacific-workforce-applying-digitalskills-increase-five-fold-2025/

48

International Telecommunication Union (2020). "Digital Skills Insights 2020."
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://academy.itu.int/sites/default/files/media2/file/Digital%20Skills%20Insights%202020.pdf

49

Harvard University Center on the Developing Child. "Brain Architecture."
Accessed on 3 August 2021 at https://developingchild.harvard.edu/science/key-concepts/brain-architecture/

50

UNICEF. "Early childhood development."
Accessed on 3 August 2021 at https://www.unicef.org/early-childhood-development

51

UNICEF Data (2019). "A World Ready to Learn: Prioritizing quality early childhood education."
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://data.unicef.org/resources/a-world-ready-to-learn-report/

52

García, Jorge Luis et al. "Quantifying the Life-Cycle Benefits of an Influential Early-Childhood Program."
Journal of Political Economy (Chicago, Illinois) vol. 126,7 (2020).
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/705718
UNICEF. "Early childhood education."
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.unicef.org/education/early-childhood-education

53

54

UN News (2019). "93 million children with disabilities ‘among the most likely to be left behind’: UN rights chief." 4 March.
Accessed on 16 June 2021 at https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/03/1034011

55

Plan International. "How is Plan International supporting children with disabilities?"
Accessed on 16 June 2021 at https://plan-international.org/education/inclusive-education-children-disability

56

RTI International and USAID (2018). Cambodia Situational Analysis of the Education of Children with Disabilities in
Cambodia Report. Research Triangle Park, NC: RTI International.

57

World Bank Data. "Gini index (World Bank estimate)."
Accessed on 3 August 2021 at https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SI.POV.GINI

58

World Bank Data (2019) "Individuals using the Internet (% of population) - Sub-Saharan Africa, South Africa."
Accessed on 3 November 2021 at https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IT.NET.USER.ZS?locations=ZG-ZA

59

Africa Teen Geeks (2021). "About us."
Accessed on 3 November 2021 at https://africateengeeks.co.za/about-us/

60

Department: Statistics South Africa (2020). "Vulnerability of youth in the South African labour market."
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at http://www.statssa.gov.za/?p=13379

61

Hsiao C, Fry D, Ward CL, et al. "Violence against children in South Africa: the cost of inaction to society and the economy."
BMJ Global Health 2018.
Accessed 21 June 2021 at https://gh.bmj.com/content/3/1/e000573

62

UNICEF Data (2020). "Birth registration."
Accessed on 3 August 2021 at https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-protection/birth-registration/

63

UNICEF (no date). "#ENDviolence."
Accessed on 3 August 2021 at https://www.unicef.org/end-violence

64

UNICEF Data (2017). "Violent Deaths."
Accessed on 3 August 2021 at https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-protection/violence/violent-deaths/

65

Relief Web (2020). "Children Affected by Armed Conflict, 1990–2019." 24 November.
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://reliefweb.int/report/world/children-affected-armed-conflict-1990-2019

66

United Nations Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Child and Armed Conflict. "Child
Recruitment and Use."
Accessed 21 June 2021 at https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/six-grave-violations/child-soldiers/

67

UNHCR (2021). "Figures at a Glance." Accessed on 3 August 2021 at https://www.unhcr.org/figures-at-a-glance.html

68

Ibid.

69

UNICEF. "Protecting children online."
Accessed 21 June 2021 at https://www.unicef.org/protection/violence-against-children-online

Donor’s Guide to Children and Youth

73.

70

UNICEF (2019). "UNICEF poll: More than a third of young people in 30 countries report being a victim of online bullying."
3 September.
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-poll-more-third-young-people-30-countriesreport-being-victim-online-bullying

71

UNICEF. "Protecting children online."
Accessed 21 June 2021 at https://www.unicef.org/protection/violence-against-children-online

72

UNICEF Data (2020). "Birth registration."
Accessed on 3 August 2021 at https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-protection/birth-registration/

73

UNICEF (2020). "A Statistical Profile of Birth Registration in Africa."
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.unicef.org/wca/media/5526/file/AU-Birth-Registration-Statistical-BrochureNov-2020.pdf

74

Ibid.

75

UNICEF (2019). "Despite significant increase in birth registration, 17 Million of Nigeria’s children remain ‘invisible’ –
UNICEF." 11 December.
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.unicef.org/nigeria/press-releases/despite-significant-increase-birth-registration17-million-nigerias-children-remain

76

Nigerian Communications Commission (2021). "Subscriber Statistics."
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.ncc.gov.ng/statistics-reports/subscriber-data

77

UNICEF (2020). "Key Results for Children: Birth Registration."
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.unicef.org/wca/media/5221/file/WCARO%20KRC%207%20Birth%20
Registration%20-Investment%20Case-%20FINAL.pdf

78

UNICEF (2019). "Despite significant increase in birth registration, 17 Million of Nigeria’s children remain ‘invisible’ –
UNICEF." 11 December.
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.unicef.org/nigeria/press-releases/despite-significant-increase-birth-registration17-million-nigerias-children-remain

79

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. "Sustainable Development Goal 16."
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal16

80

UNICEF (2020). "Key Results for Children: Birth Registration."
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.unicef.org/wca/media/5221/file/WCARO%20KRC%207%20Birth%20
Registration%20-Investment%20Case-%20FINAL.pdf

81

Ugandan Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development (2015). Uganda Violence Against Children Survey: Findings
From A National Survey. Kampala, Uganda: UNICEF.

82

UNESCO (2018). School violence and bullying: Global status and trends, drivers and consequences. Paris: UNESCO.

83

Devries, K. et al. (2014). “School violence, mental health, and educational performance in Uganda.”
Pediatrics 1331(1), 129-137.

84

The World Bank (2020). “Protecting and Supporting Children from Violence in Uganda’s Refugee Hosting Areas.” 10 June.
Accessed on 17 June 2021 at https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2020/06/10/protecting-and-supportingchildren-from-violence-in-ugandas-refugee-hosting-areas

85

UNHCR (2021). “Uganda Comprehensive Refugee Response Portal.” 30 June.
Accessed on 3 August 2021 at https://data2.unhcr.org/en/country/uga

86

The Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action (2020). “Technical Note: Protection of Children during the
Coronavirus Pandemic (Version 2).” 27 May.
Accessed on 17 June 2021 at https://alliancecpha.org/en/COVD19

87

World Bank Data (2019). "Urban population (% of total population)."
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.URB.TOTL.IN.ZS

88

World Bank Data (2019). "Urban population."
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.URB.TOTL

89

UNICEF Data (2018). "Advantage or Paradox? The challenge for children and young people of growing up urban."
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://data.unicef.org/resources/urban-paradox-report/

90

Ibid.

Donor’s Guide to Children and Youth

74.

Notes and references
91

Agência de Notícias - IBGE (2017). "National Day of Housing: Brazil has 11.4 million persons living in slums." 21 August.
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://agenciadenoticias.ibge.gov.br/en/agencia-news/2184-news-agency/news/15701national-day-of-housing-brazil-has-11-4-million-persons-living-in-slums

92

Wilson Center (2020). "Gun Violence is Killing Brazil’s Children - Especially Black Children. Why Haven't Policymakers
Acted?" 20 August.
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/gun-violence-killing-brazils-children-especiallyblack-children-why-havent-policymakers

93

The Lancet (2020). "Preventing teenage pregnancies in Brazil." 15 February.
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)30352-4/fulltext

94

UNICEF Evaluation Office (2020). "Evaluation of UNICEF work for Children in urban settings: Brazil Case Study."
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.researchgate.net/publication/350312198_Evaluation_of_UNICEF_work_for_
Children_in_urban_settings_Brazil_Case_Study

95

Ibid.

96

UNHCR (2021). "Figures at a Glance."
Accessed on 3 August 2021 at https://www.unhcr.org/figures-at-a-glance.html

97

Global Migration Data Portal. "Migration Data Portal."
Accessed on 3 August 2021 at https://migrationdataportal.org/

98

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (2020). "UN report finds COVID-19 is reversing decades of
progress on poverty, healthcare and education." 7 July.
Accessed 21 June 2021 at https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/sustainable/sustainable-development-goalsreport-2020.html

99

World Health Organization (2021). "COVID-19 pandemic leads to major backsliding on childhood vaccinations, new WHO,
UNICEF data shows."
Accessed on 16 July 2021 at https://www.who.int/news/item/15-07-2021-covid-19-pandemic-leads-to-major-backslidingon-childhood-vaccinations-new-who-unicef-data-shows

100

UNICEF (2021). "Across virtually every key measure of childhood, progress has gone backward, UNICEF says as pandemic
declaration hits one-year mark." 10 March.
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/across-virtually-every-key-measure-childhoodprogress-has-gone-backward-unicef-says

101

Ibid.

102

Our World in Data, University of Oxford. "Population by broad age group, World."
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/population-by-broad-age-group?stackMode=relative&cou
ntry=~OWID_WRL

103

Our World in Data, University of Oxford. "Human Development Index, 1980 to 2017."
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/human-development-index?tab=chart&country=CHE~IN
D~BRA~SEN~UGA~ARG~NER~MLI~BGD~FRA~IDN

104

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (2020). "UN report finds COVID-19 is reversing decades of
progress on poverty, healthcare and education." 7 July.
Accessed 21 June 2021 at https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/sustainable/sustainable-development-goalsreport-2020.html

105

Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance. "Value of vaccination."
Accessed on 21 June 2021 at https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/value-vaccination/cost-effective

106

The Lancet (2017). "Building the foundations for sustainable development: a case for global invest-ment in the capabilities of
adolescents." 19 April.
Accessed on 16 July 2021 at https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)30872-3/fulltext

107

Ibid.

Donor’s Guide to Children and Youth

75.

Photo credits
Cover

© UNICEF/UN0339381/Frank Dejongh

Contents

© UNICEF/UNI363393/Schermbrucker
© UNICEF/UN0450954/Margaryan
© UNICEF/UNI296699/Simons
© UNICEF/UNI346553/Karahoda

Pages 2-3

© UNICEF/UNI363393/Schermbrucker

Pages 10-11

© UNICEF/UN0450954/Margaryan

Pages 12-13

© UNICEF/UN0476782/Dejongh

Page 17

© UNICEF/UN0481123/Satu

Page 20

© UNICEF/MFall

Pages 24-25

© UNICEF/UN0364301/Gil

Pages 28-29

© UNICEF/UN0428535/Grigoryan

Pages 32-33

© UNICEF/UNI352109/SiakachomaOutSet Media

Pages 36-37

© Krousar Thmey02

Page 41

© UNICEF/South Africa 2020/Prinsloo

Pages 42-43

© UNICEF/UNI296699/Simons

Pages 44-45

© UNICEF/UN0216407/Herwig

Page 49

© UNICEF/UN0376730/Esiebo

Page 51

© Right To Play

Page 56-57

© UNICEF/UN0341606/Pinheiro

Page 61

© Paidos

Pages 62-63

© UNICEF/UNI346553/Karahoda

Page 66

© UNICEF/UNI308041/Schermbrucker

Donor’s Guide to Children and Youth

76.

Important information
This is a marketing communication issued by Bank Lombard Odier & Co Ltd (hereinafter
"Lombard Odier"). It is not intended for distribution, publication, or use in any jurisdiction where such
distribution, publication, or use would be unlawful, nor is it aimed at any person or entity to whom it
would be unlawful to address such a marketing communication.
This marketing communication is provided for information purposes only. It does not constitute an offer
or a recommendation to subscribe, purchase, sell or hold any security or financial instrument. It contains
the opinions of Lombard Odier, as at the date of issue. These opinions and the information contained
herein do not take into account an individual’s specific circumstances, objectives, or needs. No
representation is made that any investment or strategy is suitable or appropriate to individual
circumstances or that any investment or strategy constitutes personalised investment advice to
any investor. Tax treatment depends on the individual circumstances of each person and may be subject
to change in the future. Lombard Odier does not provide tax advice. Therefore, you must verify the
above and all other information provided in the marketing communication or otherwise review it with
your external tax advisors. Some investment products and services, including custody, may be subject
to legal restrictions or may not be available worldwide on an unrestricted basis. The information and
analysis contained herein are based on sources considered reliable. Lombard Odier uses its best effort to
ensure the timeliness, accuracy, and comprehensiveness of the information contained in this marketing
communication. Nevertheless, all information and opinions as well as the prices, market valuations and
calculations indicated herein may change without notice. Investments are subject to a variety of risks.
Before entering into any transaction, an investor should consult his/her investment advisor and, where
necessary, obtain independent professional advice in respect of risks, as well as any legal, regulatory, credit,
tax, and accounting consequences. Past performance is no guarantee of current or future returns, and
the investor may receive back less than he/she invested. The value of any investment in a currency
other than the base currency of a portfolio is subject to foreign exchange rate risk. Exchange rates may
fluctuate and adversely affect the value of the investment when it is realised and converted back into the
investor’s base currency. The liquidity of an investment is subject to supply and demand. Some products
may not have a well-established secondary market or in extreme market conditions may be difficult to
value, resulting in price volatility and making it difficult to obtain a price to dispose of the asset.
European Union Members: This marketing communication has been approved for use by Lombard
Odier (Europe) S.A. in Luxembourg and by each of its branches operating in the following territories:
Belgium: Lombard Odier (Europe) S.A. Luxembourg • Belgium branch; France: Lombard Odier (Europe)
S.A. • Succursale en France; Italy: Lombard Odier (Europe) S.A. • Italian branch; Spain: Lombard Odier
(Europe) S.A. • Sucursal en España Lombard Odier (Europe) S.A. is a credit institution authorised and
regulated by the Commission de Surveillance du Secteur Financier (CSSF) in Luxembourg. In addition,
this marketing communication has also been approved for use by the following entity domiciled within the
European Union: Spain: Lombard Odier Gestión (España) S.G.I.I.C., S.A.U., an investment management
company authorised and regulated by the Comisión Nacional del Mercado de Valores (CNMV), Spain.
Hong Kong: This marketing communication has been approved for use by Lombard Odier (Hong
Kong) Limited, a licensed entity regulated and supervised by the Securities and Futures Commission
in Hong Kong for the general information of professional investors and other persons in accordance
with the Securities and Futures Ordinance (Chapter 571) of the laws of Hong Kong; Singapore: This
marketing communication has been approved for use by Lombard Odier (Singapore) Ltd for the general
information of accredited investors and other persons in accordance with the conditions specified in
Sections 275 and 305 of the Securities and Futures Act (Chapter 289). Recipients in Singapore should
contact Lombard Odier (Singapore) Ltd, an exempt financial adviser under the Financial Advisers Act
(Chapter 110) and a merchant bank regulated and supervised by the Monetary Authority of Singapore,
in respect of any matters arising from, or in connection with this marketing communication. The
recipients of this marketing communication represent and warrant that they are accredited investors
and other persons as defined in the Securities and Futures Act (Chapter 289). This advertisement has
not been reviewed by the Monetary Authority of Singapore.

Donor’s Guide to Children and Youth

77.

Panama: This marketing communication has been approved for use in Panama by Bank Lombard Odier
& Cie (Bahamas) Limited, Oficina de Representación en Panamá, Supervised by the Central Bank of the
Bahamas and the Superintendencia de Bancos de Panamá; and by Lombard Odier (Panama) Inc., an
entity regulated and supervised by the Superintendencia del Mercado de Valores de Panamá. Licensed
to operate as an Investment Adviser. Res. SMV No.528-2013. Bahamas: This marketing communication
has been approved for use in the Bahamas by Bank Lombard Odier & Cie (Bahamas) Limited, an entity
supervised by the Central Bank of the Bahamas and the Securities Commission of the Bahamas. Brasil:
This marketing communication has been approved for use in Brasil by Lombard Odier (Brasil) Consultoria
de Valores Mobiliários Ltda, an entity supervised by the Comissão de Valores Mobiliários of Brazil.
Abu Dhabi: This marketing communication has been approved for use in UAE by Bank Lombard Odier
& Co Ltd, Abu Dhabi Global Market Branch an entity regulated in Abu Dhabi Global Market by the
ADGM Financial Services Regulatory Authority. Dubai : This marketing communication has been
approved for use in UAE by Bank Lombard Odier & Co Ltd – Representative Office Dubaï, an entity
under the supervisory authority of the Central Bank of the UAE.
Switzerland: This marketing communication has been approved for use in Switzerland by Bank
Lombard Odier & Co Ltd, a bank and securities firm authorised and regulated by the Swiss Financial
Market Supervisory Authority (FINMA).
United Kingdom: This marketing communication has been approved for use in the United Kingdom
by Lombard Odier (Europe) S.A. – UK Branch, a bank authorised and regulated by the Commission de
Surveillance du Secteur Financier (‘CSSF’) in Luxembourg and authorised in the UK by the Prudential
Regulation Authority (‘PRA’). Subject to regulation by the Financial Conduct Authority (‘FCA’) and
limited regulation by the Prudential Regulation Authority. Financial Services Firm Reference Number
597896. Details about the extent of our authorisation and regulation by the Prudential Regulation
Authority and regulation by the Financial Conduct Authority are available from us on request.
United States: Neither this document nor any copy thereof may be sent to, taken into, or distributed in
the United States or given to any US person.
This marketing communication may not be reproduced (in whole or in part), transmitted, modified, or
used for any public or commercial purpose without the prior written permission of Lombard Odier.
Data protection: You may be receiving this communication because you have provided us with your
contact details. If this is the case, note that we may process your personal data for direct marketing
purposes. If you wish to object to this processing, please address your objection to the Group’s Data
Protection Officer: Bank Lombard Odier & Co Ltd, Group Data Protection Officer, 11, Rue de la Corraterie,
1204 Geneva, Switzerland. E-Mail: group-dataprotection@lombardodier.com. For more information
on Lombard Odier’s data protection policy, please refer to www.lombardodier.com/privacy-policy.
© 2021 Bank Lombard Odier & Co Ltd – all rights reserved. Ref. LOCH-GM-en-092021.
UNICEF DISCLAIMER
Produced in collaboration with UNICEF. The opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the policies or views of UNICEF. The designation of geographical entities in this report
does not reflect a position by UNICEF on the legal status of any country or territory or the delimitation of
any frontiers. UNICEF does not endorse any brand, company, product or service.
© Lombard Odier, November 2021
All rights reserved. Requests for permission to reproduce, distibute or reuse any part of this publication
should be submitted to Lombard Odier.
Printed on FSC paper Environment Birch 118 g/m2

© 2020 - 8464

